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Love & Sex 

 

Oranges are not the only fruit – Jeanette Winterson 

Girl’s coming-of-age story, which sees her escape the constraints of a 

claustrophobic religious upbringing and make all kinds of discovery about herself.  

Darkly humorous: short but thought-provoking. 

 

Emma – Jane Austen 

Spoilt, self-indulgent 19th-century socialite, fancies herself as a superior 

matchmaker and, in doing so, meets her match and learns what it means to love. 

 

Enduring Love – Ian McEwan 

Engrossing from the outset; a dark tale of love & obsession.  A chance meeting 

leads to the central character being stalked – as a result, his comfortable life 

starts to unravel. 

 

The Innocents – Ian McEwan 

A love affair, set in Berlin, with the darkest of consequences.  Stark, brutal and 

compulsive reading. 

 

Lolita – Vladimir Nabokov 

A love story with the power to raise both chuckles and eyebrows.  Humbert is a 

European intellectual adrift in America, haunted by memories of a lost adolescent 

love. When he meets his ideal nymphet in the shape of 12-year-old Dolores Haze, 

he constructs an elaborate plot to seduce her, but first he must get rid of her 

mother. 

 

Lady Chatterley’s Lover – D.H. Lawrence 

This book was banned until 1968 – so revel in being able to read this in public 

without fear of prosecution!  It’s worth it – and not just for the sex scenes…Rich, 

posh, lonely woman hooks up with hunky Northern gardener and learns what it 

means to love. 

 

The End of the Affair – Graham Greene 

Heart-rending tale of an extra-marital affair during the war which is threatened on 

many fronts – the most powerful of which are the ones the lovers create for 

themselves.  Religion plays an important part in the ultimate destruction of their 

love. 

 

The Good Soldier – Ford Madox Ford 

This novel is subtitled ‘A tale of passion’ but it is much more. Edward Ashburnham 

is, at first glance, the perfect English gentleman. Told from the perspective of the 

man whose wife he seduces, this novel soon reveals the ‘black and merciless 

things’ at the heart of all of us.  

 

Union Street – Pat Barker 



Seven interlocking stories about seven women across the age-range living on one 

street in Liverpool during the 1970s: their lives are bleak but full of affection.  

There's Kelly, at eleven, neglected and independent, dealing with a squalid rape; 

Dinah, knocking on sixty and still on the game; Joanne, not yet twenty, not yet 

married, and already pregnant; Old Alice, welcoming her impending death; Muriel 

helplessly watching the decline of her stoical husband. And linking them all, 

watching over them all, mother to half the street, is fiery, indomitable Iris.  YOU 

WILL CRY!!! 

 

High Fidelity – Nick Hornby 

This hilarious novel is obsessed with music; Hornby's narrator is an early thirty 

something bloke who runs a London record store. He sells albums recorded the 

old-fashioned way--on vinyl--and is having a tough time making other transitions 

as well, specifically to adulthood 

 

Notes from an Exhibition – Patrick Gale 

Husband and family come to terms with the death of their artist mother: 

examined from all sides, the nature of love is revealed in all its triumph and 

horror.  Interesting structure and brilliant characterisation.  Heartbreaking. 

 

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin – Louis de Bernieres  

Set in the early days of the second world war on the island of Cephalonia, this 

story centres on the love of local girl Pelagia and Italian soldier Corelli.  Love is 

complicated enough in wartime, even when the lovers are on the same side. And 

for Corelli and Pelagia, it becomes increasingly difficult to negotiate the minefield 

of allegiances, both personal and political, as all around them atrocities mount, 

former friends become enemies and the ugliness of war infects everyone it 

touches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dark and Unsettling 

 

Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte  

Wuthering Heights is a wild, passionate story of the intense and almost demonic 

love between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling adopted by 

Catherine's father. After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff is bullied and humiliated 

by Catherine's brother Hindley and wrongly believing that his love for Catherine is 

not reciprocated, leaves Wuthering Heights, only to return years later as a wealthy 

and polished man. He proceeds to exact a terrible revenge for his former 

miseries. The action of the story is chaotic and unremittingly violent, but the 

accomplished handling of a complex structure, the evocative descriptions of the 

lonely moorland setting and the poetic grandeur of vision combine to make this 

unique novel a masterpiece of English literature. 

 

Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 

Okonowo is the greatest warrior alive. His fame has spread like a bushfire in West 

Africa and he is one of the most powerful men of his clan. But he also has a fiery 

temper. Determined not to be like his father, he refuses to show weakness to 

anyone - even if the only way he can master his feelings is with his fists. When 

outsiders threaten the traditions of his clan, Okonowo takes violent action. Will 

the great man's dangerous pride eventually destroy him? 

 

Perfume – Suskind  

Survivor, genius, perfumer, killer: this is Jean-Baptiste Grenouille. He is 

abandoned on the filthy streets of Paris as a child, but grows up to discover he 

has an extraordinary gift: a sense of smell more powerful than any other human's. 

Soon, he is creating the most sublime fragrances in all the city. Yet there is one 

odor he cannot capture. It is exquisite, magical: the scent of a young virgin. And to 

get it he must kill. And kill. And kill. 

 

The Wasp Factory – Ian Banks  

Frank, no ordinary sixteen-year-old, lives with his father outside a remote Scottish 

village. Their life is, to say the least, unconventional. Frank's mother abandoned 

them years ago: his elder brother Eric is confined to a psychiatric hospital; and his 

father is completely nuts. When news comes of Eric's escape from the hospital 

Frank has to prepare the ground for his brother's inevitable return - an event that 

explodes the mysteries of the past and changes Frank utterly. Twisted, barking 

and deeply unsettling. You won’t look at the world in the same light ever again. 

 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest – Ken Kersey 

Chief Bromden, half American-Indian, whom the authorities believe is deaf and 

dumb, tells the story of a mental institution ruled by Big Nurse on behalf of the all-

powerful Combine. Into this terrifying grey world comes McMurphy, a brawling 

gambling man, who wages total war on behalf of his cowed fellow-inmates. What 

follows is at once hilarious and heroic, tragic and ultimately liberating. 

 

Clockwork Orange – Anthony Burgess  

In this nightmare vision of a not-too-distant future, fifteen-year-old Alex and his 

three friends rob, rape, torture and murder - for fun. Alex is jailed for his vicious 

crimes and the State undertakes to reform him - but how and at what cost? 

 



Brighton Rock – Graham Greene 

All the horrors of youth violence, way ahead of its time.  Don’t expect seaside ice 

cream & arcade games: the only thing the main character, Pinkie, is interested in 

playing with heightening terror and fear in the lives of any with whom he comes 

into contact. 

 

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – R. L. Stevenson 

Quick read but tricky language.  Diabolical mystery to discover the identity of the 

evil Mr Hyde.  Some interesting philosophising about human nature. 

 

The Turn of the Screw – Henry James 

A short and disturbing ghost story. A governess uncovers strange and secret 

happenings – can she protect the children? 

 

The God of Small Things –  

Arundhati RoySet in India, VERY gritty. Twins’ lives are destroyed by ‘Love Laws’. 

Interesting chronology – shifts from 1969 to 1993. Won Booker Prize. 

 



Women’s dilemmas 

 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles – Thomas Hardy 

Tess is one of the most famous heroines in literature and so is the dilemma at the 

heart of this novel: Did she ‘surrender to seduction’ in the arms of the rich Alec 

D’Urberville or was she raped. Rejected by her erstwhile lover, will she find 

security in the arms of the inappropriately named Angel? 

 

Trumpet – Jackie Kay 

One of the most amazing novels ever: A Jazz musician has died leaving behind a 

wife, son and a musical legacy. Only in death is it revealed that he was a woman. 

The novel begins with his death and explores the life he led and the impact his 

death has on his wife and child. Devastating.    

 

The Colour Purple – Alice Walker 

Set in the deep American south between the wars, this is the classic tale of Celie, 

a young poor black girl. Raped repeatedly by her father, she loses two children 

and then is married off to a man who treats her no better than a slave. Separated 

from her sister Nettie, she dreams of becoming like the glamorous Shug Avery, a 

singer and rebellious black woman who has taken charge of her own destiny 

 

My Sister’s Keeper – Jodi Picoult 

Expect to be kept up all night by Picoult's latest novel, but it's much more than a 

page-turner; it's a fascinating character study framed by a complex, gripping story. 

Thirteen-year-old Anna Fitzgerald walks into the office of lawyer Campbell 

Alexander and announces she wants to sue her parents for the rights to her own 

body. Anna was conceived after her older sister, Kate, developed a rare form of 

leukemia at the age of two, and has donated bone marrow and blood to her 

sister. Now she has been asked to donate a kidney, and she intends to refuse. 

 

Sense and Sensibility – Austen 

The eternal question – if a woman decides to get married, should she follow her 

heart or her head?  It is difficult to remember that for women even as little as fifty 

years ago, this remained a dilemma she faced: here that same quandary is 

presented with Austen’s inestimable light touch. The novel centres on the story of 

three sisters and their widowed mother, who are trying to find their way in the 

world now that they are penniless.  They must weigh up the benefits of what they 

want and what they perhaps ought to do. 

 

The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox – Maggie O’Farrell  

Esme was a woman edited out of her family's history, and when, sixty years 

later, she is released from care, a young woman, Iris, discovers the great aunt she 

never knew she had. The mystery that unfolds is the heartbreaking tale of two 

sisters in colonial India and 1930s Edinburgh - of the loneliness that binds them 

together and the rivalries that drive them apart, and lead one of them to a 

shocking betrayal - but above all it is the story of Esme, a fiercely intelligent, 

 unconventional young woman, and of the terrible price she is made to pay for her 

family's unhappiness ... 

 

 

 



The Wessex Tales – Thomas Hardy 

A collection of tales through which, Hardy talks about nineteenth century 

marriage, grammar, class status, how men and women were viewed, medical 

diseases and more. Lots of miserable people. Good if you like short stories.  

 

The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 

Semi-autobiographical story of a woman’s descent into mental illness. Plath 

committed suicide a month after it was published. 

 

Sacred Hearts - Sarah Dunant 

1570 in the Italian city of Ferrara, and the convent of Santa Caterina is filled with 

noble women who are married to Christ because many cannot find husbands 

outside. Enter sixteen-year-old Serafina, ripped by her family from an illicit love 

affair, howling with rage and hormones and determined to escape. While on the 

other side of the great walls, counter-reformation forces in the Church are pushing 

for change, inside, Serafina's spirit and defiance ignite a fire that threatens to 

engulf the whole convent. Hidden history brought alive by a wonderful storyteller, 

renowned for her Italian Renaissance novels. 

 

 

A Thousand Splendid Sons – Khaled Hosseini 

A Thousand Splendid Suns recounts the experiences and emotions of two Afghani 

women, Mariam and Laila, whose lives become entangled with the history of 

recent wars in their country. Mostly bleak and heartrending, their story does offer 

the promise of hope and happiness in a land ravaged by warfare, gender conflicts, 

and poverty. 

The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 

Esther Greenwood is at college and is fighting two battles, one against her own 

desire for perfection in all things - grades, boyfriend, looks, career - and the other 

against remorseless mental illness. As her depression deepens she finds herself 

encased in it, bell-jarred away from the rest of the world. This is the story of her 

journey back into reality. Highly readable, witty and disturbing, The Bell Jar is 

Sylvia Plath's only novel and was originally published under a pseudonym in 1963. 

What it has to say about what women expect of themselves, and what society 

expects of women, is as sharply relevant today as it has always been. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conflict 

 

Half of a Yellow Sun – Chinuamanda Ngozi Adiche 

The three main characters in the novel are swept up in the violence during these 

turbulent years. One is a young boy from a poor village who is employed at a 

university lecturer's house. The other is a young middle-class woman, Olanna, who 

has to confront the reality of the massacre of her relatives. And the third is a white 

man, a writer who lives in Nigeria for no clear reason, and who falls in love with 

Olanna's twin sister, a remote and enigmatic character. As these people's lives 

intersect, they have to question their own responses to the unfolding political 

events. This extraordinary novel is about Africa in a wider sense: about moral 

responsibility, about the end of colonialism, about ethnic allegiances, about class 

and race; and about the ways in which love can complicate all of these things. 

 

The Painted Veil – W. Somerset Maugham 

Kitty Fane is the beautiful but shallow wife of Walter, a bacteriologist stationed in 

Hong Kong. Unsatisfied by her marriage, she starts an affair with Charles 

Townsend, a man whom she finds charming, attractive and exciting. But when 

Walter discovers her deception, he exacts a strange but terrible vengeance: Kitty 

must accompany him to his new posting in remote mainland China, where a 

cholera epidemic rages. A twisted psychological war ensues…fascinating. You’ll 

never see the end coming.  

 

Schindler’s Ark – Thomas Keneally   

The book that spawned the film. In the shadow of Auschwitz, a flamboyant 

German industrialist grew into a living legend to the Jews of Cracow. He was a 

womaniser, a heavy drinker and a bon viveur, but to them he became a saviour. 

This is the extraordinary story of Oskar Schindler, who risked his life to protect 

Jews in Nazi-occupied Poland and who was transformed by the war into a man 

with a mission, a compassionate angel of mercy. 

 

Birdsong – Sebastian Faulks 

If you like sweeping historical sagas you will devour Birdsong, Sebastian Faulks' 

drama set during the first world war. There's even a little high-toned erotica 

thrown into the mix to convince the doubtful. The book's hero, a 20-year-old 

Englishman named Stephen Wraysford, finds his true love on a trip to Amiens in 

1910. Unfortunately, she's already married, the wife of a wealthy textile baron. 

Wrayford convinces her to leave a life of passionless comfort to be at his side, but 

things do not turn out according to plan. Wraysford is haunted by this doomed 

affair and carries it with him into the trenches of the war. Birdsong derives most 

of its power from its descriptions of mud and blood, and Wraysford's attempt to 

retain a scrap of humanity while surrounded by it. 

 

Atonement – Ian McEwan 

An epic tale of love, betrayal and loss set during World War Two. Amazing 

characterisation captures a torturous love affair destroyed by society at the hands 

of a jealous child who grows up plagued with guilt and desperate to atone. 

Interesting narrative structure and brilliant description. A delicious novel.    

 

 

 



The Book Thief – Marcus Zusac 

The book's narrator is nothing less than Death itself, regaling us with a 

remarkable tale of book burnings, treachery and theft. Nine-year-old Liesel lives 

with her foster family on Himmel Street during the dark days of the Third Reich. 

Her Communist parents have been transported to a concentration camp, and 

during the funeral for her brother, she manages to steal a macabre book: it is, in 

fact, a gravediggers’ instruction manual. This is the first of many books which will 

pass through her hands as the carnage of the Second World War begins to 

hungrily claim lives. Both Liesel and her fellow inhabitants of Himmel Street will 

find themselves changed by both words on the printed page and the horrendous 

events happening around them. 

 

Night Watch – Sarah Walters 

Moving back through the 1940s, through air raids, blacked out streets, illicit 

liaisons, sexual adventure, to end with its beginning in 1941, The Night Watch is 

the work of a truly brilliant and compelling storyteller. This is the story of four 

Londoners - three women and a young man with a past, drawn with absolute truth 

and intimacy. Kay, who drove an ambulance during the war and lived life at full 

throttle, now dresses in mannish clothes and wanders the streets with a restless 

hunger, searching ...Helen, clever, sweet, much-loved, harbours a painful secret 

...Viv, glamour girl, is stubbornly, even foolishly loyal, to her soldier lover ...Duncan, 

an apparent innocent, has had his own demons to fight during the war. Their lives, 

and their secrets connect in sometimes startling ways. War leads to strange 

alliances ...Tender, tragic and beautifully poignant, set against the backdrop of 

feats of heroism both epic and ordinary, here is a novel of relationships that offers 

up subtle surprises and twists. The Night Watch is thrilling. A towering 

achievement. 

 

The Shadow of the Wind – Carolos Ruis Zafon 

Set in Spain after the civil war, a boy receives a secret book, and is then pursued 

by a man who wants to get his hands on the book. Lots of dark twist and turns.  

 

Catch 22 – Joseph Heller 

The novel follows Yossarian, a U.S. Army Air Forces B-25 bombardier, and a 

number of other characters. Set during the end of WWII and beyond. Interesting 

style – shifts perspective and time. Satirical, historical.  

 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist – Mohsin Hamid 

The novel takes place during the course of a single evening in an outdoor Lahore 

cafe, where a bearded Pakistani man called Changez tells a nervous American 

stranger about his love affair with, and eventual abandonment of, America. 

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize. 

 

Regeneration – Pat Barker 

Set at Craiglockhart War Hospital, the novel focuses on men suffering mentally as 

well as physically after WWI. It includes real-life characters, the poets Wilfred 

Owen and Siegfried Sassoon.  

Wolf Hall – Hilary Mantel 

England in the 1520s is a heartbeat from disaster.  If the King Henry VIII dies 

without a male heir, the country could be destroyed by civil war. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yossarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B-25
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombardier_(air_force)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lahore


 Into this atmosphere of distrust and need comes Thomas Cromwell, the teller of 

the tale, first as Wolsey's clerk, and later his successor. Cromwell is a wholly 

original man: the son of a brutal blacksmith, a political genius, a briber, a 

charmer, a bully, a man with a delicate and deadly expertise in manipulating 

people and events. Ruthless in pursuit of his own interests, he is as ambitious in 

his wider politics as he is for himself. This is a very original and truly great English 

novel, one that explores the intersection of individual psychology and wider 

politics.  It is an fascinating take on the most popular period of history. 

 

Guernica - Dave Boling 

In 1935, Miguel Navarro finds himself in conflict with the Spanish Civil Guard and 

flees a Basque fishing village to make a new start in Guernica, the centre of 

Basque culture and tradition. History and fiction merge seamlessly in this 

beautiful novel about the resilience of family, love, and tradition in the face of 

hardship. The bombing of Guernica was a devastating experiment in total warfare 

by the German Luftwaffe in the run-up to the Second World War.  Dave Boling 

reintroduces the event and paints his own picture of a people so strong, vibrant, 

and proud that they are willing to do whatever it takes to protect their values, their 

country, and their loved ones. 

 

Billy – Albert French 

The events recorded in this novel occur during the 1930s in a small Mississippi 

town, but the range of characters, emotions and social forces, and the inexorable 

march to doom of a ten-year-old black boy in a racist society catapult the story 

beyond a specific time and location. If you were moved by Of Mice and Men or To 

kill a Mockingbird you’ll weep. 



Imagining Worlds 

 

1984 – George Orwell 

The original exploration of surveillance culture. Dark, compelling, tightly written 

prose which still stands as a prophetic warning about the implications of the 

nanny state. A must read. 

 

Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

British public school boys are lost on a deserted island with only their darkest 

fears for company. A stark tale of man’s capacity for evil once the constraints of 

‘civilisation’ are removed.  

 

The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood 

The Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. If she deviates, 

she will, like dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die slowly of radiation 

sickness. But even a repressive state cannot obliterate desire - neither Offred's 

nor that of the two men on which her future hangs...  

 

The Time Machine – H.G. Wells 

When a Victorian scientist propels himself into the year 802,701 AD, he is initially 

delighted to find that suffering has been replaced by beauty, contentment and 

peace. Entranced at first by the Eloi, an elfin species descended from man, he 

soon realises that this beautiful people are simply remnants of a once-great 

culture – now weak and childishly afraid of the dark. They have every reason to be 

afraid: in deep tunnels beneath their paradise lurks another race descended from 

humanity – the sinister Morlocks. And when the scientist’s time machine 

vanishes, it becomes clear he must search these tunnels, if he is ever to return to 

his own era. 

 

The Road – Cormac McCarthy 

The Road follows an unnamed father and son journeying together across a grim 

post-apocalyptic landscape, some years after a great, unexplained cataclysm has 

destroyed most civilization and most life on Earth. Realizing that they will not 

survive another winter in their unspecified original location, the father leads the 

boy south, through a desolate American landscape along a vacant highway, 

towards the sea, sustained only by the vague hope of finding warmth and more 

"good guys" like them... 

 

Never let me go – Kazou Ishiguro 

If you've not yet read this unputdownable and devastating book then you should 

do so either before or after you've seen the film.  Ideally before!!!  

The three main characters are Ruth, Kathy and Tommy who grew up at a 

seemingly idyllic school in the English countryside but something was amiss. 

To talk about the plot would spoil the surprise because there is a dreadful secret 

at the heart of the book and you are 150 pages in before you discover it.   This is 

a devastating, sad, atmospheric, beautiful novel about wasted lives in a dystopian 

society.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-apocalyptic


 

 

A Few Other Fantastic Reads 

 

The Life of Pi – Yann Martel 

Some books defy categorisation: Life of Pi, the second novel from Canadian writer 

Yann Martel, is a case in point: just about the only thing you can say for certain 

about it is that it is fiercely and admirably unique. The plot, if that’s the right word, 

concerns the oceanic wanderings of a lost boy, the young and eager Piscine Patel 

of the title (Pi). After a colourful and loving upbringing in gorgeously-hued India, 

the Muslim-Christian-animistic Pi sets off for a fresh start in Canada. His blissful 

voyage is rudely interrupted when his boat is scuppered halfway across the 

Pacific, and he is forced to rough it in a lifeboat with a hyena, a monkey, a 

whingeing zebra and a tiger called Richard 

 

Hard Times – Charles Dickens 

Set in a northern mill-town, the book includes much social satire, focusing on 

themes such as utilitarianism and education. It includes famous characters such 

as Mr Gradgrind and Mr Bounderby. 

 

Brick Lane – Monica Ali 

With its gritty Tower Hamlets setting, this sharply observed contemporary novel 

about the life of an Asian immigrant girl deals cogently with issues of love, cultural 

difference and the human spirit. 

 

Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway 

An epic battle between an old, experienced Cuban fisherman called Santiago, and 

a giant marlin. Can Santiago find the strength he needs to succeed? 

 

White Tiger – Aravind Adiga 

The story of the amoral protagonist at the centre of this fascinating narrative is, of 

course, what keeps the reader comprehensively gripped, but perhaps the real 

achievement of the book is in its picture of two Indias: the bleak, soul-destroying 

poverty of village life and the glittering prizes to be found in the big city. The book 

cleverly avoids fulfilling any of the expectations a potential reader might have -- 

except that of instructing and entertaining. The White Tiger will have many 

readers anxious to see what Adiga will do next 

 

A Gathering Light – Jennifer Donnelly 

When Mattie Gokey is given a bundle of letters to burn she fully intends to 

execute the wishes of the giver, Grace Brown. When Grace Brown is found 

drowned the next day in Big Moose Lake, Mattie finds that it is not as easy to burn 

those letters as she had thought. And, as she reads, a riveting story emerges - not 

only Grace Brown's story but also Mattie's hopes and ambitions for the future and 

her relationships with her friends and family. Published to widespread acclaim 

this wonderful novel, part murder mystery and part coming-of-age story, is an 

astounding and accomplished piece of literature. 

 

Engleby – Sebastian Faulks 

Mike Engleby says things that others dare not even think. When the novel opens 

in the 1970s, he is a university student, having survived a 'traditional' school. A 



man devoid of scruple or self-pity, Engleby provides a disarmingly frank account of 

English education. Yet beneath the disturbing surface of his observations lies an 

unfolding mystery of gripping power. One of his contemporaries unaccountably 

disappears, and as we follow Engleby's career, which brings us up to the present 

day, the reader has to ask: is Engleby capable of telling the whole truth? 

 

Cold Comfort Farm – Stella Gibham 

A classic of its kind, a dazzling parody of the earthy, melodramatic novels of the 

period. Flora Poste has been expensively educated to do everything but earn her 

own living. When she is orphaned at twenty, she decides her only option is to go 

and live with her relatives the Starkadders at Cold Comfort Farm. What relatives, 

though: Judith, alone in her grief; raving old Ada Doom, who once saw something 

nasty in the woodshed; Amos, called by God; Seth, smouldering with sex; and 

Elfine, whojust needs a little polish. Flora feels it incumbent upon her to bring 

order into the chaos. And she turns out to be remarkably good at it. 

 

The Portrait of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde 

Dorian is a good-natured young man until he falls in with the immoral Lord Henry 

and discovers the power of his own exceptional beauty. As he gradually sinks 

deep into a frivolous, glamorous world of selfish luxury, he apparently remains 

physically unchanged by the stresses of his corrupt and decadent lifestyle and 

untouched by age. But up in his attic, hidden behind a curtain, his portrait tells a 

different story.  


