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Knowledge 
Being able to refer to relevant details – 
events, names, dates, people, places – that 
are key to the question. 

Understanding 
Answering the question: explaining and analysing. 
Being able to use or apply knowledge in addressing and answering a 
question. 

Communicating your learning 
Writing for a purpose, organising and 
presenting knowledge and understanding. 
Constructing effective responses to questions 
/ tasks. 

 Your work demonstrates: Your work demonstrates that you can: Your work shows that you can: 
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 Mastery of the ‘big picture’ and clear 
overview of context of people, events etc. 

 Thorough knowledge of the sequence of 
events and the key people involved; 

 Knowledge of what to leave out and ability 
to summarise deftly whilst retaining clarity. 

 Analyse in a sustained way: from introduction, through a range of 
paragraphs to a full and substantiated conclusion.  

 Weave an argument through paragraphs from beginning to end. 

 Identify and prioritise factors to demonstrate a causal or contributory 
relationship in leading to or explaining an event or development. 

 Interpret sources in context with an eye for the subtleties of message. 

 Select relevant facts, quotes or evidence from a text or source and explain 
how they help to support the point being made. 

 Cross or counter reference sources for message and detail. 

 Write a response (complete essay where 
appropriate) that is shaped according to the 
full demands of the task or question; 

 Organise ideas and precisely selected 
knowledge to convey argument. 

 Write with a flowing and mature writing style; 
convey meaning succinctly and with 
precision – less is more. 
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 Detailed knowledge of the sequence of 
events and ability to select precise and 
specific details that are relevant and 
pertinent; 

 Accurate chronological awareness of when 
events took place – a sense of period. 

 Confident and accurate use of dates, 
names, people and places as examples. 

 Sustain a clear, analytical focus upon a question across the whole answer. 

 Deconstruct a sequence of events, in order to support and develop a 
confident analysis and argument. 

 Demonstrate understanding of causal or contributing factors. 

 Interpret sources of evidence or information, with reference to context, and 
identify meaning through what is suggested or implied. 

 Select precise facts, quotes or evidence from a text or source and explain 
how they help to support the point being made. 

 Cross and counter reference between sources.  

 Write a full essay (where essay is 
appropriate) with clear introduction, 
paragraphs and conclusion. 

 Write in paragraphs (PEAL) that are 
confidently constructed, developed in detail 
and organised to address the full demands 
of the question. 
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 A good awareness of what happened, 

when, and who or what was involved 

through the level of detail used. 

 Confident use of dates, names, people and 
places as examples. 

 Make a range of points and develop each one in detail; 

 Build response around particular factors (causes or aspects of an event). 

 Link points within the response so as to build towards an overall concluding 
judgement.  

 Interpret sources of evidence or information, using knowledge to help, and 
deduce a source’s message through what is suggested or implied. 

 Choose relevant facts, quotes or evidence from a text or source and explain 
how they help to support the point being made. 

 Combine or contrast details from more than one source.  

 Write a full essay (where essay is 
appropriate) with clear introduction, 
paragraphs and conclusion. 

 Construct paragraphs (PEAL) so that they 
clearly explain how the examples given help 
to answer the question. 

 Write in paragraphs that are organised to 
focus directly and deliberately upon specific 
aspects of the question.  
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 A grasp of some parts or ‘chunks’ of the 
story. 

 Knowledge of some details but some 
important pieces of information left out. 

 Include some links between paragraphs; 

 Pick out some relevant facts, quotes or evidence from text or a source. 

 Identify causal factors or a range of aspects of a development or event. 

 Develop each point with some supporting detail / link examples to the point 
being made. 

 Spot similarities or differences in what sources say. 

 Write topic sentences that focus upon the 
question. 

 Organise writing into appropriate paragraphs 
or sections. 

 Begin to use PEE (Point, Evidence, 
Explanation) to link your examples to the 
question. 

 (Introduction or conclusion might not have 
been included.) 
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 Some knowledge – relevant facts or bits of 
the story. 

 Some sense of a sequence of events or a 
‘story’. 

 Bring some relevant pieces of information together; 

 Describe parts of the topic under relevant headings. 

 Pick out some related facts, quotes or evidence from a text or source. 

 Write down own ideas in answer to a 
question. 

 Make a series of points linked to relevant 
headings. 



1  Knowledge of some facts or pieces of 
information. 

 Pick out information that is relevant to the question or topic and link it to 
headings. 

 Find information that relates to the question from a text or source. 

 Write (or highlight) a list or a few sentences 
in answer to a question. 

 


