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W H O  I S  RU PA U L ?

For those of you who don’t know RuPaul is a 

world famous drag queen and LGBTQ+ activist. 

RuPaul is a leading icon in the gay community 

and is arguably the most commercially 

successful drag queen in America.



W H AT  H A S  H E  

D O N E ?
• RuPaul has created a community within a community. A place of 

expression, a place where people young and old, white and black, 

queer and straight can be united around one thing. The art of drag. 

• There’s a common stereotype around drag being just for gay men 

but its not. You can have straight drag queens, you can have female 

drag queens, female drag kings, in drag you can be whoever you 

want to be. Whether that’s an alter ego or its actually just being 

yourself, whoever you are and however you identify there's a place 

for you in drag. And that’s what RuPaul created a world where you 

could be whoever you wanted. 

• Don’t believe me? Watch his show ‘RuPaul’s drag race’ only once 

you’ve watched it will you realise drag isn’t just a hobby on the 

weekend or to pay the bills. Its an art form, its an expression and 

its why RuPaul is so important in queer history.  



W H Y  I S  H E  S O  

I M P O RTA N T ?
• RuPaul famously says ‘if you can’t love yourself how in the hell you 

gonna love somebody else’ and he’s so right  you need to learn love for 

yourself before you can learn to love somebody else. Loving every 

aspect of yourself and owning it is what RuPaul is all about. That 

includes being gay, bisexual, lesbian, pansexual, asexual and genderfluid, 

transgender, nonbinary, bigender and any other sexuality or gender you 

place yourself as.

• RuPaul made LGBTQ+ culture become seen in mainstream society and 

that is why he is such an important icon in queer culture. He made the 

community seen and in a way people couldn’t just turn a blind eye or 

ignore it he made people look different in the eye and made them 

recognise that its there and they cant ignore it.


