
Becoming a 
STONEWALL SCHOOL

• As Europe’s largest 
LGBT organisation, Stonewall 
have spent more than 30 years 
working towards a world where 
all children and young people 
have access to an LGBT 
inclusive education.

• Our experienced team are proud to 
have supported thousands 
of primary and secondary schools 
to challenge bullying and 
celebrate diversity.



Challenging 
inappropriate 
language in 
school...



The use of homophobic language has a negative impact 
on gay young people, making them feel less happy at 
school and less likely to reach their full potential. In the 
worst cases, homophobic language impacts on young 
people’s mental health and wellbeing.

Homophobic language comes in many different forms. 
Most of the time it is used unconsciously and without 
hurtful intent

The most common form of homophobic language is 
‘that’s so gay’ and ‘you’re so gay’. These comments are 
sometimes directed towards people who are actually, 
or perceived to be, gay. However, they are most often 
used to mean that something is bad or rubbish, with no 
conscious link to sexual orientation at all.























Homophobic language is often dismissed as 
‘harmless banter’ that isn’t intentionally 
hurtful. However when homophobic language 
goes unchallenged, this has a clear negative 
impact on young people’s sense of belonging, 
self-esteem and attainment at school.

Homophobic language doesn’t just affect gay 
young people. It affects pupils who have gay 
friends and family as well, by suggesting that 
there’s something inferior or wrong with their 
friends and family members. 



Bullying The constant use of homophobic 
language can lead young people to think being 
gay is bad and that it’s acceptable to treat gay 
people less favourably. The use of 
homophobic language can quickly escalate 
into more serious homophobic bullying. 
Currently more than half (55 per cent) of 
lesbian, gay and bisexual young people at 
secondary school say that they experience 
bullying. The majority (53 per cent) say that 
they experience verbal abuse, while 16 per 
cent have experienced physical abuse and six 
per cent have had death threats.



Hopefully, this has summed up why the use of the word gay 
in the wrong way can be harmful.

If you feel like you have experienced or witnessed 
homophobic language or behaviour, please tell a teacher.

Of course, there is more negative language use than this.

We will look into this throughout the year.

If you think something is going to cause hurt to someone,

DON'T SAY IT.


