
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
31 December 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Re: Mass Testing of secondary School Students  
 
Given the situation with the new Covid variant and the need to mitigate against the spread of the virus in schools, 
the DFE have announced plans to undertake lateral flow tests in secondary schools to provide a further 
protection for school communities.  
 
At the end of the last term we experienced an increase in the number of positive cases and made decisions to 
move to remote learning for a significant proportion of the school. We strongly believe that school being open 
for face-to-face learning is best for our students. Given the local situation with cases amongst the highest 
nationally, we need to engage fully with the testing programme to attempt to keep our community safe and our 
school open for as many students as is possible.  
 
Testing Plans  
Schools are being given additional time at the start of term to prepare for testing. We need to deploy staff and 
volunteers and undertake the necessary training and instruction to be able to offer testing to staff and students. 
The guidance to work from did not arrive until yesterday evening and we are now working at pace to get our 
plans finalised and to start preparations for testing.  
 
All students will be able to receive a lateral flow test before they start in-school provision. The first test will be 
followed up by a second test 3-5 days after the first and we intend both tests will be delivered before schools 
are to return to full scale operations on the 18th January. For us as a school this could be around 3,000 tests to 
deliver and process over the first two weeks of term.  
 
Once we are back in school, testing would also be used when a positive case occurs and close contacts have 
been identified. As an alternative to self-isolation and remote working, students could have daily tests for seven 
days, which if negative would enable them to stay in school. In addition staff would have routine weekly tests.  
 
Participation in testing is voluntary. Attached is a consent form using questions from the DFE which we have 
turned into an electronic form to help us manage the data. There are some questions which appear repetitive, 
but this is due to the wording from the DFE. If you are happy to participate, then answer ‘Yes’ to the questions! 
We understand that some parents and students will not want to participate. I would stress that this approach 
will potentially reduce the effectiveness of our testing plans and ultimately reduce the mitigation of risk of 
spread that we are looking to achieve.  
 
We ask that consent forms be returned by Monday 4th January if you are sending students in as critical worker 
children and by the Wednesday 6th January for all other students. Students over 16 can complete the form in 
person, students under 16 need to have a parent complete the form. The link to the form is embedded in the 
attached Word document titled "Lateral Test Consent Form and Information".  
 
Early next week we will communicate dates and times for students to come to school to undertake their tests 
over the first two weeks of term. It is likely that we might need to operate with flexibility as we fully understand 
processing times and capacity issues.  
 
The links attached give details of the lateral flow test procedures and the consent form.  



 

I would like to thank those parents who have volunteered to support the testing programme. We will be in touch 
with details and training information early next week. If any other parents would like to support us in the delivery 
of the testing programme, please contact Wendy Shannon at was@leventhorpe.net  
 
I strongly hope that participation in testing is high, as this gives our school community the best chances of staying 
operational for face to face learning over the coming weeks. Please read the information attached and we look 
forward to receiving your consent by the dates outlined above.  
 
Malcolm White  
Headteacher 
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