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Leventhorpe School 
Cambridge Road 
Sawbridgeworth 
Hertfordshire, CM21 9BY 
Tel: 01279 836633 

Welcome from Mr White 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are now six weeks into the new school year and I must start by thanking 
students, parents and staff.  Given the restrictions we have had to put in place and 
the changes we have had to make to our day to day operations, things are going 
remarkably well.  The students are an absolute credit to themselves and the 
school.  They have adapted quickly and they have been compliant and helpful as 
we have had to make changes in response to the Covid restrictions.  Our core 
priority has been a return to face to face teaching for five lessons per day and this 
has been very successful.  We have had to change the timing and the structure of 
the day and we had some teething problems at the start of term, but I am happy 
to state that school is very calm and purposeful.  Staff have shown flexibility and 
adaptability to get lessons up and running and, in many ways, we are getting back 
to normal.  Parents, I would like to thank you for your support and your trust in 
sending students back, we have very good overall rates of attendance by national 
standards and I hope this continues.   
 
On Friday we had our first positive case of Covid-19 and a small number of students 
have been required to isolate in response to this.  We reported the case to the 
Department for Education and followed their guidelines in our response.  I would 
like to assure you that we are monitoring absence and potential cases very closely, 
and we will take the appropriate steps to ensure the right balance between the 
safety of our students and staff and the continuation of day to day schooling.  We 
will provide students, staff and parents with the necessary communication to 
provide this balance as we continue to manage any cases.   
 
Just to clarify the guidance on isolation due to Covid restrictions: 

• You should keep students off if they are symptomatic, or if they have a 
positive test.  If any other members of your household are symptomatic 
or have had a positive test, the whole household needs to isolate.   

• You should keep students off if you are informed that your son or 
daughter need to self-isolate because they have been in close contact 

 

Upcoming Events 
Half Term: 26-30 October  

 

Important 
Announcements 

• Please see the end of the 
Newsletter for information on 
Music lessons with the Herts Music 
Service 

• We welcome the addition of the 
NHS Track & Trace app, and 
following a letter issued on 29 
Sept, please be advised that our 
Mobile Phone Policy remains 
unchanged.  Full letter on our 
website. 
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with an identified positive case, either at school or through track and trace.  Other members of your household 
do not need to isolate in this instance unless they become symptomatic.  If anyone in the household is 
symptomatic, the whole household need to isolate as above.   
 

If there is a reason to isolate as outlined above, students should be set work by their classroom teachers.  Teachers have 
been given various options to inform students of the contents of the lesson and any tasks to complete.  Students need to 
use their Office 365 log in and check their e-mail messages and their Teams classes or Class Notebook for the work from 
each lesson.   
 
In terms of the big picture, local rates are rising and as a community it is important that we all play our part to keep 
transmission rates under control.  Mr Francis has sent a communication this week to reinforce our position on the wearing 
of facemasks.  
 
In terms of our wider offer, we have started to introduce a programme of after school activities.  In the first instance this 
will be to support the curriculum in terms of revision sessions for exam groups and homework club.  At present it is not 
possible to offer our usual programme of extra-curricular activities, but we keep things under constant review and hope 
to extend the offer when it makes practical sense to do so. 
 
The building programme is progressing well and the old 
Science block and Sixth Form is now demolished.  We are 
on schedule for the new facilities to be open next 
September.  We have also opened our new Art Block, 
which has expanded into the rooms that Music used to be 
taught in.  We now have three Art rooms, as well as an Art 
Photography suite.  We are delighted with the new 
facilities.  Our new canteen extension is also open, which 
has created an additional space for dining.   
 
Last week we celebrated the career of Peter White, who 
worked at the school for over 30 years.  Many parents who 
attended the school will remember Mr White and his 
groups of students on ‘Blue Book’.  Peter was a 
remarkable colleague, who handled students with that 
wonderful blend of uncompromising discipline and 
genuine care and compassion.  In our goodbye lunch, he recalled many hilarious anecdotes throughout his career.  I wish 
‘the other Mr White’ our best wishes as he finally ends his service to the school.   
 
I would like to remind students and parents of some of our basic expectations.  In terms of uniform, students have been 
generally very good.  However, there are some issues with jewellery, false lashes, false nails and shoes that Mr Francis has 
contacted parents about separately.  Please support the school by ensuring your children follow our uniform expectations.   
 
Secondly, I need to remind students and parents of our zero-tolerance approach to drugs.  Students who are in possession 
or who use drugs whilst under our duty of care (in school or on the way to and from school) will be permanently excluded.  
This approach is an agreed approach by local secondary schools and is part of our response to the problems of drugs in 
our community.  We work closely with local Police over many matters including the use of drugs by young people in our 
area.  If you allow your children the freedom to go out in the evenings, please ensure you can answer the following; I know 
where they are, I know who they are with, I know what they are doing.   

 
Malcolm White 
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Latest News & Events 

New Website 
We have now launched our new website which we hope you find easier to 
navigate.  We now upload all letters to the whole school and individual year 
groups on the website, under the Communication tab. 
https://www.leventhorpe.net/19/letters-home 
We are still working on elements of the site and we hope to have the School 
Calendar up and running soon.  

Virtual Open Evening 
We hosted a successful Virtual Open Evening at the end of September.  Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, we were unfortunately unable to welcome parents and 
students to our usual open evening for new students for September 2021 entry.   
 
We therefore presented a number of videos from our Senior Leadership Team 
and students on our new website so that potential students and parents could 
get a feel for what Leventhorpe School is all about.  Content is still available on 
our website, until the close of application on 31 October 2020. 
https://www.leventhorpe.net/369/virtual-year-7-open-evening 

 
 

Year 11 Application for the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award 

Due to their expedition not running, the other 
three completed sections will allow them the 
award ‘Certificate of achievement’ for Bronze 
DofE during the COVID-19 pandemic year.  
This will be looked upon in great esteem so 

please make sure you complete your skill, volunteering and Practical-all easier to 
complete with special lockdown friendly options and assessment is easier and 
follow instructions on their eDofE and get things uploaded and signed off and 
then Mrs Brown can send off your online application!  

Mrs Brown – PE Teacher 

 
• Students need to remember their 

face masks please.  These need to 
be worn when moving around 
school.  Please ensure these are 
clean.  

 

Follow us on Twitter 
@Leventhorpe.net 

 
 

 

LOCAL TRAFFIC 

 
Please be aware that there may be 
some disruption to traffic around the 
local area due to three months of 
drainage works on the M11.  
Diversions are in place in both 
directions between junction 7 at 
Harlow and 8 at Birchanger Green, 
near Bishop’s Stortford.  Works are 
expected to finish on 18 December. 

Please allow more time for your 
journey if required.   

 
 

https://www.leventhorpe.net/19/letters-home
https://www.leventhorpe.net/369/virtual-year-7-open-evening
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Mental Health Awareness Week at Leventhorpe 

At Leventhorpe this week, we decided to put together a Mental Health 
Awareness Week to make up for the one we missed in May.  This was to 
give our students information about different aspects of mental health, 
to raise awareness, to offer extra support, and to help to normalise 
mental health and the feelings that often come with it.  
 
We also decided to raise money, by way of “wear something green with 
your uniform” day, for a local counselling charity in the area – YCT. This is 
a place, based in different areas around Hertfordshire and in Harlow, that 
supports children, young people, and their families when they are 
struggling with something or need to talk to someone.  They do vital work and have helped a lot of people; they run mostly 
on funding raised through charities, such as Children In Need. 
 
This is a really important week, has shown how resilient and open-minded our students can be, and has helped us to open 
the door for conversations into mental health.  See the end of the Newsletter for some useful video links. 

 

 

 

Miss Biggs – Student Welfare Officer 
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Assessment and Reporting Questionnaire 
 

Last week over 260 parents very kindly filled in 
our questionnaire about Leventhorpe Assessments and 
Reports and we thought that you might be interested to the 
see the results.  Sometimes the steps we should take in 
response are clear and if they are, I have written about them.  

Our first question was about parents’ and carers’ preferred 
method of viewing reports, which told us that 73% of parents 
liked the SIMs Parent on its own or in combination with 

Go4schools.  We are not surprised by this, since ease of seeing reports on a phone is clearly attractive.  This year we will 
work towards making SIMs Parent our one stop for reports.  

Our new two questions asked about our “Ready to Learn” behaviour score, whether parents understood it and whether 
they thought it was important.  For this question 77% responded that they understood the score and 97% responded that 
they thought it was important.  This very much agrees with our thinking, that its students' attitude to their learning that 
is most important as well as being the thing that they have most control over and so we will continue to emphasis this.  

The response to Leventhorpe Levels from parents was less clear with only 63% being confident that they understood what 
the levels meant.  However, 97% responded that they thought this academic progress information was important.  This 
finding corresponds with concern that we have that the different sets of levels for each subject are overly complicated 
and that what parents and carers want is a simpler measure of how a student is doing relative to the norm for their 
age.  We will be working to achieve this in the year ahead.  

Your feedback on having targets was also very informative with 87% percent of parents saying they thought student of 
all ages should have targets.  Since GCSEs in Year 11 are the first external assessment of students during secondary school, 
it seems sensible to link targets to possible GCSE grades.  We will endeavour to communicate these clearly to parents, 
bearing in mind that targets will be approximate until students get closer to the age when they will be doing these 
examinations.  

There was also a strong feeling in the responses that targets should be flexible to change in the light of how a student was 
progressing, 84% felt this.  This represents a big change of direction for us, since up until now our targets have been fixed 
based on primary school levels.  However, it seems wrong to persist in the face of such a strong feeling on the part of 
parents and carers and so we will explore this year ways of making the target more flexible, while remaining meaningful.  

78% of parents and carers said they found the daily SIMs parent messages about day to day merits and behaviour 
issues useful and so we will continue with these.  A significant minority, 29%, felt that they would like a bit more detail on 
these daily reports and so we will explore how this might happen too, since only a tiny percentage, 2%, felt these daily 
messages were too frequent.  

We would like to thank you for taking the time to fill in our questionnaire as it has given us some guidance about how to 
develop assessment and reporting in the future.  

James Dyke - Deputy Head 

BUILDING WORKS 

With the contractors’ compound fully set up, B&K Construction started demolition of the old Science Block last week 

and it has been interesting to watch progress! 
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The demolition was completed this Tuesday the 6th October and all waste has been segregated prior to removal from 

the site.  The noisy work started on Wednesday, 7th October with the existing floor slab being broken up before it is also 

taken away.  Weather permitting, this work should be finished by the end of next week and we have been assured that 

this will be the noisiest part of the project, it will be much quieter after this period. 

The following week commencing 19th October there will be more workers here preparing the area and installing below 

ground drainage. 

So far all is progressing on target!  Mrs Miller – Premises & Sustainability Co-ordinator

 

Destinations of Year 13 Students 2020 

As you may be aware, this year has been difficult due to the pandemic; 
for students who were applying for apprenticeship and employment, 
having their opportunities put on hold.  We have had some successes and 
I am sure you would like to congratulate the following Year 13 leavers 
who have been successful securing Degree Apprenticeships with some of 
the top companies; 

 

Tom Hayward Civil engineering with Bam Nuttall 

Callum Blair-Park Project Planner with Volkerfitzpatrick on the HS2 site 

 

Honey Conquest Quantity Surveyor with Volkerfitzpatrick working on the Public Health England site  

Josh Dyers Marketing and Advertising with table 19 

Francis Watling Army with the Royal Anglian Regiment 
 

Rohan Pallett Metropolitan Police 
 

These students will be working full time and supported by their employers to complete their studies.  A very exciting time for 
them and I wish them all the best with their chosen careers.   
 

A list of destinations can be found on our website, this will be further updated shortly as we finalise the destinations of 
all students: https://www.leventhorpe.net/97/our-successes 

https://www.leventhorpe.net/97/our-successes
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Four Leventhorpe apprentices who joined 
VolkerFitzpatrick last August 2019 have all 
completed the 1st year of their degree 
apprenticeships.  Will Renals – trainee construction 
manager, Jack Lloyd – trainee quantity surveyor, 
Mason Howard – trainee quantity surveyor and 
Zachary Fussell – trainee planner (pictured from left 
to right), were all recruited through a structured 
school visits program by VolkerFitzpatrick. Their 
apprenticeships give them full-time employment, 
with a day-release to their chosen university or 
learning centre, where they can manage both 
studies and work. 
 
VolkerFitzpatrick’s apprenticeship training program 
is well supported by the senior management team 
and the Board.  They see this emerging talent as the 
future leaders of the company. Time, as well as 

money, is invested into the apprentices by their line managers and teams, as they help to discuss their learning at 
university, and then get to apply it in the workplace. As the apprentices show their determination, enthusiasm, and hard 
work, they are given greater responsibilities. 
 
Malcom White quoted “Apprenticeships are increasingly the right option for many students at 16 or 18 years of age.  We 
really value the opportunities we are seeing by working closely with local firms like VolkerFitzpatrick.  These former 
students were all keen to pursue a vocational route to secure their degrees and it is fantastic to see them doing so well 
one year into their programmes.”  
 
These ex-students have also received a letter from MP Julie Marson inviting them for a tour around the Houses of Parliament 
and to meet with her face to face so that she can congratulate them for completing their first year.  
 

If you were a student at Leventhorpe and would like to be added to the Alumni please email gbp@leventhorpe.net .  It is 
always good to hear how our ex-students are getting on and invite them back to support upcoming careers events for our 
current students. 
 
Parents of Year 11s – I am currently working through the year group to meet with the students about their next steps after 
year 11. If you feel that your son/daughter would benefit from guidance earlier on in the term, please contact Mrs Blair-
Park gbp@leventhorpe.net so that I can prioritise their appointment. 
 
Mrs Blair-Park – Careers Advisor 
 

mailto:gbp@leventhorpe.net
mailto:gbp@leventhorpe.net
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LRC NEWS 

It is wonderful to be back in the LRC and welcoming students again.  
The term has started really positively with students managing the 
new safety rules and operating procedures well.  So far, we have 
loaned more than 500 books since September which demonstrates 
how well our students are managing to adapt.  On the subject of 
loans, we do have rather a lot of books that haven’t yet made it 
back into school since lockdown.  Could we urge everyone to have 
a really good look under beds and at the bottom of old school bags 
so that we can be reunited with these books again and more 
students can enjoy them. 
 
Our Year 7 Bookopoly reading challenge has now been rolled out 
to students and we are already issuing merits for those who have 
finished books this term.  It’s a super challenge where students are encouraged to download the Bookopoly card from eLRC 
TEAMS in order to work their way around the Bookopoly board, reading up to 20 books and completing reading related 
challenges along the way.   There are prizes and merits to be won and a place on our champions board if they manage to 
complete the challenge by the end of the academic year.  Good luck everyone! 
 
For those of you who haven’t yet ventured onto TEAMS, now is the time to do so as the LRC has an eLRC team that provides a 
whole range of activities and services, including our online ebook library and the facility to request a book from the school 
library from the comfort of your home.   
 
Homework club has commenced with a selection of Year 8 students attending each evening and we will soon be able to invite 
the Year 9s.  Parents will be contacted soon. 
 
Until next time, keep reading!   
 
Ms Truman – LRC Manager 

Faculty News 

Design & Technology 
News 
Year 9 have been learning key skills in Food 
Preparation and Nutrition and last week 
they made puff pastry.  Their task was then 
to use their pastry and make a finished 
product with it at home.  There were some 
super examples of their work and I hope 
they were proud of their achievements. 
Aflie Parrish made his into a Mille Feuille with a feathered icing and Charlie Ellis made the most delicious looking tarts. 
Louie Soloman made some mince pies and a delicious looking chicken pie was made by Ben Scofield. 
 
Miss Pagram, Food Technology 
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Modern Foreign Languages News 
The MFL faculty celebrated European Day of Languages by 
planning a week of activities for form time.  There were quizzes, 
song activities and even some film related activities.  Well done to 
all students and teachers who really pushed the week of events.  
Hearing so many different languages being enthusiastically 
spoken around school was very refreshing. 
Merci/gracias 
 
 

The Modern Foreign Languages Faculty 

Financial Literacy News 
Our Year 12 and 13 Financial Literacy students have achieved outstanding results in The London Institute of Banking & 
Finance Level 3 qualifications and have been awarded a scholarship towards a degree programme at the LIBF.  
Scholarship winners and teachers have been invited to attend a bespoke visit day at the City of London campus to 
experience an insight into studying banking and finance at the university.  
 
This is a fantastic achievement by our students and we are very proud of them. Huge congratulations to the students listed 
below. 

Certificate in Financial Studies (CeFS) 

Evie Austin Scarlet Bedocs Evie Austin Scarlett Bedocs 

Erwann Blatry Kurtis Brice Rachel Eaton Alfie Hayward 

Mark Kaci Sophie Kelsell Rina Luu Salvatore Pagdades 

Matthew Parker Oliver Tracey   

Diploma in Financial Studies (DipFS) 

Jasmine Devine Dominic Driver Summer Gittens Benjamin Hawksworth 

Rohan Pallett Henry Waterfield   

 
Mr Daws – Head of Social Sciences 
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Student News 

NEVER THROWN IN THE GOLF CLUBS 

Congratulations to Harrison Preston in Year 9 who won the Hanbury 
Manor Club Golf Championships.  He won the overall under 14 and 
under 18, as well as beating the under 18s at Haileybury School.  His 
parents said “we are extremely proud of Harrison as in the morning 
he played at Epping in the senior club championship and played his 
worse golf to date, followed by the afternoon playing at Hanbury 
Manor Golf Club. We spoke to him on his way and he pulled it back 
and got into the right mind set and won overall! He didn’t throw 
down his clubs and give up.  He experienced the highs and lows of 
any sport! Well done Harrison.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

JUMPING FOR JOY 

It was a busy summer holiday for equestrian 
students Charlie Heapy (Yr10), Morgane 
Geary Warne (Yr10) and Maisie Rowe (Yr9) 
who are all members of the Essex Hunt Pony 
Club.  They spent many hours studying and 
learning ready to take their C+ test which 
took place on the 27th August.  They all 
passed both sections!  The test included a 
riding section where they were tested on 
the flat, show jumping and cross country 
jumping; followed by a stable management 
section where they were tested on their 
horse care knowledge and their ability to 
safely undergo numerous tasks.  The pony 
club and all Parents are very proud of them, 
well done everyone. 
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Community News & Events 
www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/registeronline 

 

Please also use the following link to apply for 25% of the 

instrumental fees to be paid:- 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/remission 

 

 
 

Useful links 
Following our ‘Mental Health Awareness Week’ the following links were shared with students throughout the week 

which you may find useful:- 

What is mental health - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxIDKZHW3-E&safe=active   
Anxiety - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpolpKTWrp4   
Depression and suicide prevention - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCd6LPzWscc 
Yoga at your desk - https://youtu.be/HIlfzR6F2E4 
 

Leaflets are being delivered to homes and businesses in Bishop’s Stortford and Thorley with information about the 

Neighbourhood Plan. You can find more information here:-  

https://www.flyeronline.co.uk/the-bishops-stortford-neighbourhood-plan/ 

 

https://www.leventhorpe.net/9/news 

 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/registeronline
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/remission
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxIDKZHW3-E&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpolpKTWrp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCd6LPzWscc
https://youtu.be/HIlfzR6F2E4
https://www.flyeronline.co.uk/the-bishops-stortford-neighbourhood-plan/
https://www.leventhorpe.net/9/news

