Latest Leventhorpe News: 13 Nov 2020
Leventhorpe School
Cambridge Road
Sawbridgeworth
Hertfordshire, CM21 9BY
Tel: 01279 836633

Welcome from Mr White

Upcoming Events

Dear Parent/Carer/Student,

16 – 20 Nov – Charity Week at
Leventhorpe

Welcome back after half term, I hope you had a good break and a chance to spend
some quality time together in your households. We had the announcement at the
end of half term that we would be entering a further period of lockdown as we
manage the spread and impact of Covid-19. As a school it has been good to see
the students back and the vast majority are being very compliant with our new
expectations around face coverings.
I would like to give a few Covid-19 reminders and I would ask that you discuss
these issues at home where necessary to help us manage our operations.
• If a student tests positive for the virus we need to know as a matter of
urgency. We have updated the website with a Covid-19 information area,
but we need to be informed of positive cases as soon as results are known.
https://www.leventhorpe.net/687/covid-19-latest-information
• If you receive a positive test result in normal school hours, please contact
the absence line. If you get a positive result out of school hours please
contact via this number 07545 922618 and leave a message to state the
student and the form and contact details and we will get back to you. Early
awareness will help us to manage any future cases.
• If we ask students to isolate, then siblings can still attend school as normal.
• If we have asked you to isolate because you have been identified as a close
contact, you will need to complete the full period of isolation even if you
have a test which comes back as negative.
• If anyone in your household develops symptoms, the whole household
needs to self-isolate. See this link for details:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-andtreatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/
• Getting a test seems much easier than it was a few weeks ago, so you are
encouraged to get a test, but only if someone in your household has
symptoms.

Fri 20 Nov – Non uniform day for
Charity Week
3 – 15 Dec – Scholastic Book Fair (LRC)
Fri 18 Dec - Last day for Sixth Form
submissions for 2021 entry
Fri 18 Dec – Last day of term for
Christmas holidays. First day back is
Tuesday 5 Jan 2021

Important
Announcements
•

Reminder that you can view all
letters via year group or whole
school on our website.

•

We have been notified by Highways
England of some essential
maintenance work to Longlands
Bridge on the B183 Harlow Road
with a number of road diversions.
Please factor this into your journey
times. Please see end of the
Newsletter for full information of
disruption.
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•

The lockdown means that students should not be leaving home in the evenings and weekends to socialise. The only
reasons to leave your household are outlined in this link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november

Obviously, the news on Monday regarding a potential vaccine is a very positive step forward, but there are many hurdles
to overcome before the restrictions we have been living under can be scaled back. In the short term it is important that
we comply with national guidance and do what we can to mitigate the risks of transmission.
Year 11 students face a very busy time with mocks just around the corner. Subjects and faculties have been passing on
guidance for revision and students are encouraged to attend after school sessions when invited to do so. Good luck to all
Year 11 students with the preparation for the mock exams. We have also launched our process for applications to the
Sixth Form for next September. Students need to complete the application form on the website to apply for a place and
to indicate the courses they wish to follow. Full details are on the website in our virtual open evening area:
https://www.leventhorpe.net/614/virtual-sixth-form-open-evening
In accordance with the School Admissions Code, all schools must consult on their Admissions Criteria at least once every
seven years or when a change to their criteria is proposed. As a result, we are consulting on our proposed Admission
Arrangements for 2022 to provide further clarity on out of chronological year group applications and twins/multiple birth
arrangements.
Full details of the proposed changes and further information regarding the consultation are available on our school
website under the Admissions tab or by clicking here: https://www.leventhorpe.net/89/admissions-1
Finally, I would like to pass on our thanks for your ongoing
support and the resilience of our students. School
continues to be very different and the students have
continued to adapt and work positively and diligently.
Next week we have Charity Week to look forward to and
although it will be a very different event this year, we will
have the opportunity to have some fun and hopefully
raise a healthy total for The Princess Alexandra Hospitals
Charity in Harlow. These funds will be used to help the
charitable trust support the hospital in providing care and
support to their patients as well as funding projects to
support the environment and staff at the hospital. Please
use ParentPay to purchase a wristband for a minimum of
£5 donation (more if you wish!) and £2 for non-uniform
day on Friday 20th November. In addition, there is a Just
Giving Page set up to make donations for me to give a post
charity week assembly from an ice-bath! Likely to be an
‘ice wheelie bin’ and quite likely to be a short assembly!
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mwhiteicebath
Take care,

Here is a picture of me having my legs waxed during
Charity Week last year – “ouch”

Malcolm White
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Latest News & Events
•

Black History Month
Recent assemblies have been focusing on Black History Month, featuring work
from a variety of students reflecting on what Black History Month means to
them. Their words were very powerful!

Students need to remember their
face masks please. These need to
be worn when moving around
school. Please ensure these are
clean.

Posters were displayed throughout classrooms, produced by some of the team
and created by Mia Christie (12L). They were a fantastic showcase of some of
the inspirational black figures throughout history.

Armistice Day
School fell silent for two minutes on Tuesday to remember those killed in the
two world wars and the servicemen killed or injured. LEST WE FORGET!

Follow us on Twitter
@Leventhorpe.net

Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
We held a successful Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening last week for 2021 entry
in to our Sixth Form. The closing date for applications is Friday 18 December
2020. Our content will remain on our website until this date.
https://www.leventhorpe.net/614/virtual-sixth-form-open-evening

Covid-19 latest
information now on our
website under
‘Communications’
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Year 8 Stars of the Autumn Term
These students have not only shown great resilience but returned to school with excellent focus.
Olivia Southward (8R), Louis Sherlock (8R), FInlay Rhodes (8B), Dunya Hussain (8B), Oliver Hall (8C), Ava Rawson (8C),
Oliver Harris (8L), Ali Arslan (8L), Leighton Conridge (8M), Kaylin Ngwenya (8M), Isabelle Haywood (8F),
Daniel Stevens (8F), Sophie Venus (8W), Riley Farrell (8W), Daisy Berryman (8N) and Lewis Arkell (8N).
Congratulations to Louie Sherlock (8R) and Yohann Alcaraz (8R) for achieving their Sapphire and Ruby certificates they
gained pre lockdown. They happily received their Amazon voucher prizes.
Mrs Woolfe, Head of Year

New Science Block Update
With the demolition works now complete and the removal of the old foundations, the next stage is underway, including
levelling, drainage and new slab installations. The area around the new block is being prepared to take construction
machinery including a crane. This work is planned to go up to mid-December and is weather dependant. At this stage we
will start to see the formation of the building which will go on into the New Year. All very exciting!

Mrs Miller, Premises & Sustainability Co-ordinator

Charity Events

It’s Charity Week at Leventhorpe next week (16 – 20 November)
Charity Week is a hugely important part of Leventhorpe's school calendar and is also a wonderful example of the
community-minded culture present within the school. It's a great example of the school coming together for a good cause
and how teachers and students work together for a common good.
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Charity Week, organised by some of our Year 13 students, will still go ahead this year! Our chosen charity is the Princess
Alexandra Hospital NHS Charitable Fund. Please support our NHS and donate via ParentPay - thank you in advance!
In its usual guise, Charity Week would not be able to go ahead as normal due to Covid-19 restrictions in place on social
distancing - spectator events in the school hall would breach these guidelines. So, with that in mind, we have decided to
move the event online and have asked, via ParentPay, for a minimum donation of £5 to obtain a "virtual wristband" with
competitions in place which will be run through MS Teams and be based upon the video content that will be shown in
form time during Charity Week.
A number of students have been heavily involved to make Charity Week happen. Thank you to Sophie Butts (13F), Freddie
Dowie (13F), Lauren Harrison (13L), Lois Harrison (13L), Alfie Hayward (13F), Cameron Hennessey (13N), Jack Horn (13B),
Fortune Ona (13B), Georgia Sperrin (13B), Kiera Spearing (13R), Freddie Swales (13L).
Full details and fundraising links can be found on a Charity page:-

https://www.leventhorpe.net/707/events-amp-fundraising

Wear It Pink
Our Wear It Pink day, raising
money for breast cancer was a
huge success.
We raised
£1316.44!
Thank you to
everyone for your donations.

Movember
We will be raising money for
'Movember' - which raises
awareness
for
prostate,
testicular cancer, mental health
and suicide prevention. More
information on this will follow
soon.

Year 11 Catch-Up and Revision Sessions
We have put our revision sessions into a timetable this year so that Year 11 students should have the time to attend the
sessions they need. Individual subjects will communicate with students about whether attending is essential or just
encouraged. In practical subjects’ attendance will be by invitation for students who need to complete practical work.
Optional subjects appear in blocks and students should attend the block their subject is in to avoid clashes. The block of
the subject appears on a student’s individual timetable as a letter from A-D.
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Week A – Sessions start at 3.05, location is the normal teaching classroom for that subject
Monday

Tuesday Block A

Wednesday

Thursday Block B

Friday

Science

Art (Mrs. White)

English
Literature

Art (Mrs. Pickering)

No revision

Enterprise (Mr. Williams)

Business (Mr. Williams)

French (Mr. Belt)

French (Mrs. Sandeman-Hall)

Geography (Mr. Hildrew)

Geography (Miss Martin)

History (Mrs. Male)

History (Miss Hills)

Food (Ms. Pagram)

iMedia (Mrs. Amin)

Graphics (Mrs. Morris)

Philosophy (Mr. Curran)

Product Design (Mr Green)

Spanish (Mr. McGee)

Textiles (Mrs. Astwood)
Week B
Monday

Tuesday Block C

Wednesday

Thursday Block D

Friday

Science

Business (Mr. Sydes)

Mathematics

Art (Mrs Astwood)

No revision

Drama (Miss Reeve)

Business (Mrs. Lee)
Computing (Mrs. Cane)

Enterprise (Mrs. Hajwanai)

Geography (Miss Martin)

History (Mr. Harvey)

History (Miss Wright)

iMedia (Mrs. Amin)

PE GCSE (Miss Clark)

Music (Mr. Reece)

Spanish (Mrs. Fernandez)

PE GCSE (Mr. Dann)

Food (Ms. Pagram)

Spanish (Mrs. Ortega)

Product Design (Miss Seeley)

Mr Dyke - Deputy Head
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LRC NEWS
Scholastic Book Fair
With Christmas just around the corner, the LRC are busily preparing for our
annual Scholastic book fair. This year, students in years 7-9 will have the
opportunity of browsing and purchasing books and stationery during their
library lesson in order to ensure that they are not mixing outside their year
group bubble. The book fair will run from Wednesday 3rd December until
Tuesday 15th with parents and students able to browse the selection digitally
and purchase books in advance. Students will then be able to collect their
purchases during library lessons (more details to follow regarding payment options by Schoolcomms).
The book fair is always a popular event at Leventhorpe and last year, sales generated £325 of free books for our library!
We do hope you will be able to support us again this year.
Please do have a browse through the book list on our website and start planning your purchases!
https://www.leventhorpe.net/76/learning-resource-centre-lrc
Due to lockdown last term, we were unable to run the discussion afternoon and final vote
for Leventhorpe's book of the year 2019-2020. After collecting in everyone's vote this
term, I am delighted to announce that the winner is...

Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood
We have loads of copies of all 6 books in the library if students or staff are looking for a
great read!
It was a fabulous shortlist this year (see below) and, despite
having to cancel the final discussion afternoon in May, more
than 80 students, across 8 schools have participated in this
reading challenge. Please do congratulate those in Year 7
and Year 8 who dedicated hours of reading in their scrutiny
of the shortlist.

2019-2020 Shortlist
Lifeboat by Susan Hood
Boy 87 by Ele Fountain
The Dog Runner by Bren Macdibble
Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed
Can You See Me? By Libby Scott & Rebecca Westcott

Bookopoly is going well in Year 7 with students really embracing the reading challenge again this year.

Throughout the
year, students will be reading up to 20 books and completing a series of reading challenges in their efforts to become a
Bookopoly champion! There are prizes and incentives along the way so I would like to encourage everyone to get involved.
So far, 7W are in the lead, having read 39 books since September! Very well done 7W and keep up the good work. Other
form groups still have a little catching up to do but the challenge runs until the end of the Summer term so there is still
plenty of time to turn the leader board around!
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The Leventhorpe Book Award shortlist has just been finalised.

I will be advertising this reading challenge to Year
7 students over the next 2 weeks. Whereas Bookopoly is for all Year 7s, the Leventhorpe Book Award is aimed at students
who are looking for a reading challenge to stretch them. Starting in January, those involved will have 12 weeks to read a
shortlist of six books from some of our best teen authors of last year, with the reading group meeting with me regularly
to discuss their reading. Joining us in the challenge are Year 6 students from five of our feeder schools and Year 7 students
from Herts and Essex and BSBH. If your son or daughter is an avid reader and you feel they would enjoy this challenge,
please do encourage them to get involved.
Finally, could we send a plea to parents to help students locate their overdue library books. We have a huge number of
books that haven’t been returned since before lockdown and we would love to welcome them back to our shelves.
Ms Truman – LRC Manager

Faculty News
Art

Year 12 Year 12 photography students have been producing some fantastic work. They have been exploring the
elements of art in their photography and are beginning to work on an editorial photoshoot.
See the ‘News’ section of our website for further information:https://www.leventhorpe.net/9/news/post/37/year-12-photography
Mrs White, Head of Art & Design

Modern Foreign Languages
Leventhorpe MFL have created some Parent groups for both French and Spanish
on Memrise to give you the opportunity to learn what your child is learning in
class alongside them!
All you need to do is create an account on Memrise.com and then copy and paste
one of the links below to join the group - after that you're ready to start learning!
The groups have vocabulary that matches the topics currently being learnt in
KS3.
Each time you earn 5000 points you earn a house point for your child's form!
(help us to manage this by including your child's name or form in your username!)
We look forward to seeing your progress!
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Year 7 French Memrise

https://app.memrise.com/group/423862/

Year 8 French Memrise

https://app.memrise.com/group/423863/

Year 7 Spanish Memrise

https://app.memrise.com/group/432069/

Year 8 Spanish Memrise

https://app.memrise.com/group/432070/

Mr Belt, MFL Teacher

Mathematics

Catering

For this Half -Term Maths club will be running every
Monday after School in Room 12 from 3:05 pm - 3:35
pm.
Week A - Year 7s only. Week B - Year 8s only.

Mrs Laniyan, Maths Teacher
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Religion, Philosophy & Ethics (RPE)
Mrs Swanley's Year 12 class have been creating their own activities for lessons, to
test one another's understanding of Aristotle's Four Causes. One activity included
working out the Four Causes of a chocolate bar, using resources Perdi Squire (12B)
had pre-prepared for everyone.
The Elevate group have been practicing the art of debating. Each week, teams are
randomly assigned a statement to debate. They have 20 minutes to prepare their
points and find any evidence they can use to win the argument.
This week teams debated, "Should Drill be blamed for gang violence?" Students
such as Bruno Duarte (12C) and Josh Meerloo (12R) worked with the rest of their
team to convincingly argue that violence and gang culture is a product of social
circumstance, rather than music choice.
Mrs Swanley, RPE Teacher

Student News
England Athletics Youth Talent Programme
Congratulations to Marley Sarling (12B) who has been selected to partake in the England Athletics Youth Talent
Programme in conjunction with British Athletics and Marathon Sports Foundations Ltd, the education training provider.
The two year programme will begin the early part of his international development journey, after which he will receive a
National Qualification. It is a massive achievement to be selected for this lifetime opportunity, as nationally there are
only 220 places available on this programme for Athletics, and is offered to the elite; it is the first step on the England
Talent pathway for the Elite Junior Athlete.
Marley will have x3 specialist days and spend time 1-1 with a Programme Nutritionist and Sports Psychologist. There will
also be 6 coaching days run by England Athletics at Lee Valley, where Marley will be grouped with an England Athletics
Coach Lead and delivered an Individual Athlete Plan (IAP). He will also have 6 physical curriculum days at Lee Valley,
which are half day practical, half day theory. It is going to be a crazy time for Marley and we wish him well with the
Programme.

24 Hours of Gaming
Last weekend Troy Thompson (8R) completed a 24hr
live streaming gaming event 'Extra Life - Playing in
Support of Children's Miracle Network Hospitals' in
America, where not every child might be lucky enough
to have access to the excellent care of children's
hospitals that we do in the UK. He raised an amazing
$1,150 single handily (with appropriate supervision &
rest breaks of course). Brilliant work Troy!
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Anglia Youth Award
Congratulations to Perdi Squire (12B) on receiving the Anglia Youth Award!
Perdita was nominated and awarded for outstanding commitment to Girl Guiding, with
strong environmental and social awareness. They mentioned the work she did in
Uganda and her continued work to improve the welfare of those less fortunate.
Mrs Gower-Pimenta, Head of Year 12

Essex County Netball
Well done to Myla McNamara (8F) who recently trialled for Essex County netball and
has managed to get through to the Satellite Academy! She has already had her first
session and is thoroughly enjoying it.
Miss Costin, PE Teacherff News

Community News & Events
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Useful links
Please see below the notification from Highways England regarding road diversions in the area.

https://www.leventhorpe.net/9/news

Highways England – local diversion information
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