
Choosing your GCSE Options

Year 9 into Year 10

Tuesday 25th January 2022



Introductions…
• Ms Layla Price – Deputy Headteacher

• Mrs Francesca Woolfe – Head of Yr9

• Ms Natalie Copeland – Options 
Administrator

Email – nc@leventhorpe.net



Purpose of this session…

• Explain the next stages of the options process

• Recognise the significance of the decision 
making process

There will be a lot of information in the next 45 minutes! 
We will be here at the end of the session to answer any 

questions that you might have…



Students – and parents! - are well supported through 
the Options process…

Tonight’s meeting is the beginning of the process

• Tuesday 25th January – weekly form time activities to 
introduce students to the process

• 26th January – 3rd February- subject discussions (in class)
• Thursday 3rd February – Parents’ Consultation
• Friday 4th February- Options form distribution
• Tuesday 22nd February – Deadline for completed Options 

Forms

Students will receive confirmation of their Options 
choices during the summer term.



The Leventhorpe 
Curriculum



Making your choices
Certain subjects are compulsory at GCSE…

The core curriculum…
• English – 7 periods per fortnight, increasing to 8 in Yr11

• Maths – 7 periods per fortnight

• Science – 10 periods per fortnight

• Core Physical Education (PE) – 4 periods per fortnight 

• Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) – 2 
periods per fortnight in Yr10, decreasing to 1 in Yr11

Core PE and PSHE are non-examined subjects



Making your choices

Leventhorpe offers a very traditional 
curriculum model. 

The majority of our courses are GCSE 
qualifications. The exception to this is iMedia
which is a Cambridge National Assessment. 



Making your choices
An important point to note!

In order to prepare for the very best 
results at GCSE, students should master 

skills and content throughout Yr9.

Therefore, we strongly suggest that 
students should choose subjects that 
they have continued to follow in Yr9.

Any amendments to this will be made on 
an individual basis.



As you will know, the structure, assessment and 
grading of GCSEs changed a couple of years ago…

• All Yr9 students will sit the new GCSEs

• GCSEs will be graded from 1-9 (as opposed to A, B, C 
etc)

• Cambridge National will be graded Pass, Merit, 
Distinction, Distinction*

Making your choices
The new GCSEs…



In the new GCSEs, a Grade 4 is termed as a Standard 
Pass, whilst a Grade 5 is termed as a Good Pass. If 

students do not achieve a Grade 4 in Maths and (either) 
English, they will be asked to resit.  



• In 2010 the Government introduced the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc) as a performance measure to help 
compare schools

• It was introduced mainly to challenge schools where it was 
felt that the students did not have access to a broad and 
balanced curriculum

• The EBacc is not a qualification, but a collection of subjects 
that is used as a measure for school performance

Making your choices
What about the English Baccalaureate?



• English Language or Literature (core)

• Maths (core)

• Two Sciences (core)

• History or Geography

• A foreign language (ancient or modern)

Making your choices
The EBacc subjects…

It is the expectation of the Government that by 2022, 
75% of students will have chosen an EBacc curriculum 



Making your choices
The EBacc and you…

At the heart of what we do, Leventhorpe believes that 
students will learn and progress well if you enjoy and are 

motivated by the subjects that you take. 

Some schools insist that all students fulfil the EBacc 
curriculum. We do not believe that this is appropriate but 

strongly recommend it for some of our students. 

All students are required to pick one of the following as 
your Options choice: History, Geography, French, 

Spanish or Computer Science
You then have three additional choices.



Making your choices
Our recommendations…

• If you are making good progress in your language 
choice, we expect you to continue with this in 
Yr10

• We strongly suggest that you select a subject 
which will help to develop your skills of analysis 
and evaluation, e.g. History or Geography

• We strongly suggest that you then choose 
something with a more practical or creative focus



Making your choices
The EBacc - an important point to note!

Although there is no evidence to 
prove this, it has been suggested 
that Russell Group universities 

prefer a student to have selected an 
EBacc curriculum. 

As a result, if you have aspirations to 
attend a Russell Group university, 

we would strongly suggest you 
select an EBacc curriculum 



Russell Group universities are those universities which are regarded 
as the most prestigious in the country. They are committed to 
excellence in teaching, learning and research…

Birmingham Bristol Cambridge Cardiff

Durham Edinburgh Exeter Glasgow

Imperial College,
London

King’s College,
London Leeds Liverpool

London School of 
Economics Manchester Newcastle Nottingham

Oxford Queen Mary,
London Belfast Sheffield

Southampton University College, 
London Warwick York



If you studied Technology in Year 9 you can choose one from…

• Systems and Control
• Graphics
• Product Design
• Textiles

Food Preparation and Nutrition is treated separately. You can 
take this subject as your Technology option or can choose it in 

addition to the above

If numbers for any specific option are too low, we might not be 
able to run your preferred option

Making your choices
The Technology subjects…



For a small number of students, we run an employability 
course called ASDAN as one of the options

If you are interested in choosing ASDAN, you will need to…

• Express an interest on the form

• Still need to select 4 options and 2 reserves from current 
subjects

We will have an additional meeting for interested students and 
parents after Easter

Making your choices
Other pathways – ASDAN



Making your choices…
Other pathways - an important point to note!

We will only be able to offer 
ASDAN to students who we feel 

will best served by this provision. If 
we feel that you could benefit from 

this, the SEN department will 
contact you.

It is anticipated that most students 
will follow a traditional route at 

school. 



• More practical subjects – like PE, Drama and Music – all 
require you to perform practical assessments which will 
count towards your final, grade

• Subjects such as Art and Technology require you to work 
on large projects which will count towards your final grade

• Most other subjects will be final exams 

How do you like to work best? 
It is always important to think about your workload and how 
you will manage the assessment in your chosen subjects. 

Making your choices:
Think about assessment and workload…



Making your choices…
The future – an important point to note

What do you want to do at Post-16? 
Do you intend on going to Sixth 

Form? Or College? Or university? 

What subjects or qualifications do 
you need? 

If you are not sure (and most people 
aren’t at 14!) make sure you keep 
your options open and choose a 
broad and balanced curriculum.



Making your choices
Top Tips…

• Make sure that you give yourself the very best chances in the future –
choose a balanced curriculum that will give you plenty of options

• These are your choices – although it is useful to discuss your 
thoughts with your friends, make sure you make your own mind up

• Your teachers are likely to change as you move into Yr10 – don’t pick 
a subject because you like the teacher!

• Think about what you are good at – play to your strengths – and your 
long-term aims and goals

• Don’t make your mind up too soon – listen to the comments from your 
parents, tutors and teachers and use these to help you reach a 
balanced decision 

Remember: We strongly advise you to choose subjects 
which you have studied in Yr9



OPTIONS FORM:



Make sure the subject is listed

DT Subjects – list the specialism

If you are studying Computer Science then you could choose iMedia



Possible Option Blocks - Example
Block A Block B Block C Block D
History Art Spanish Art

French French Computing Business Studies

Music Business Studies French Drama

Spanish Drama History Geography

Food Preparation
and Nutrition

Geography PE (GCSE) History

DT:Specialising in
Graphics

History DT:Specialising in 
Textiles

I-Media

DT:Specialising in 
Product Design

Philosophy & Ethics DT:Specialising in 
Systems and Control

PE (GCSE)





Options form…
• Rank your subjects in your order of preference you need to do 1-4      plus 2 

reserves

• Be honest in this, we will use the ranks to decide the options blocks and 
which subjects you will be allocated

• Some subjects have limits on numbers

• We cannot guarantee choices, we will use the rankings you give to make 
the allocations

• If you change your mind, talk to Ms Copeland.  Some changes will be fine, 
some we might not be able to do.  Keep us informed.

• We will talk to students if there are issues with allocating your choices, or if 
we feel your choices are too narrow.



Next steps…

• Forms due in Tuesday 22nd February
• We will process information and discuss 

issues with specific students
• If we feel your options are not in your best 

interests we will challenge this. 

• Allocations will be given to students when we 
have everything finalised in the summer term.



• If you have general issues or you want to discuss 
your choices, talk to your tutor or Head of Year

• If you would like to talk about a particular subject, 
talk to your subject teacher

• If you are not sure about future pathways, speak to 
our Futures Advisor – Mrs Blair-Park

• If you are unsure of the Options process, speak to 
Ms Copeland

Making your choices
Where can I go for further advice? 



Thank you for your time tonight.
It has been a pleasure to see you all.

If you have any further questions, staff 
will be at the front of the Hall. 
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