
Assessing Reading 
 

 

 

 

Level 
AF2 – understand, describe, select or retrieve 
information from texts and using quotations 

AF3 – deduce and infer or interpret 
information 

AF4 – Identify and comment on the structure 
and organisation of texts 

AF5 – explain and comment on the writer’s 
use of language at word and sentence level 

AF6 – Identify and comment on the writer’s 
viewpoint 

AF7 – relate texts to their social, cultural and 
historical traditions 

6+ 

 I am clear and critical in my  interpretation of text(s) 
 My points are imaginative 
 I consistently support my points with wider textual knowledge. 

 I have a clear appreciation and understanding of how the text’s language influences the 
reader 

 I have a clear appreciation and understanding of how the text’s structure influences the 
reader 

 I can explain how these features support the writer’s purpose and contribute to meaning 

 My response to the overall effect of the 
text shows clear understanding  

 I am critical in my evaluation of the 
writer’s purpose and viewpoint 

 I can confidently explain how these are 
expressed throughout the text 

 I consistently analyse the conventions 
which affect the text 

 I evaluate the significance and impact of 
these conventions 

 I consistently analyse how different 
meanings and interpretations of a text 
relate to the contexts in which it was 
written or read  

5 

 I can make sophisticated links between 
the finer details of the text 

 I am highly selective in the evidence I 
choose, confidently embedding 
quotations 

 The evidence I choose demonstrates an 
understanding of the writer’s purpose 

 I can comment on the implicit themes of 
a text 

 I can explore how a writer has used a 
range of language to present their ideas  

 I can link this to the writer’s purpose in 
the whole text 

 I can identify the most effective 
structural features used 

 I can explain how the writer’s choice of 
structure affects the meaning of the 
whole text 

 I can link the structure used to the 
writer’s overall purpose 

 I can explore how language features 
work together  

 I can confidently comment on the effect 
of the overall text 

 I can link the language used to the 
writer’s overall purpose 

 I can confidently engage with the writer’s 
purpose 

 I can make suggestions about why the 
writer has adopted this viewpoint and its 
effect 

 I can consider how different readers may 
respond to the same text 

 I can begin to analyse how a text is 
influenced by earlier texts written within 
the same tradition 

 I can explore the effect  of these 
conventions on the overall text  

 I can analyse how different meanings 
and interpretations of a text relate to 
the contexts in which it was written or 
read 

4 

 I can make links between the most 
relevant parts of a text 

 I am able to precisely select significant 
words from my quotations 

 The evidence I choose demonstrates an 
understanding of the whole text 

 I can identify different layers of meaning 
in textual evidence, exploring the 
connotations of words 

 I can explain how the writer’s choice of 
words affect the meaning of the whole 
text  

 I can select words from my quotation 
and explore their effect and connotations 

 I can explain the features used in detail 
using the right terminology  

 I can clearly comment on the effect of 
the structural features 

 I can draw together my ideas about how 
a range of techniques the writer has 
used has an overall effect on the reader 

 I can explain the features used in detail 
using the right terminology  

 I can clearly comment on the effect of 
the language used 

 I can draw together my ideas about how 
a range of techniques the writer has 
used has an overall effect on the reader 

 I can identify the main purpose of a text 
through the words and sentences the 
writer has chosen 

 I can identify and  explain the viewpoint 
using examples from the text 

 I can explain how an effect has been 
created, and how a reader would 
respond. 

 I can explore some textual conventions 
or features used by writers from 
different periods  

 I can clearly comment on the effect of 
these 

 I give some detailed discussion of how 
the contexts in which texts are written 
and read affect meaning 

3 

 I can select the most relevant points 
from different parts of the text 

 I always support my points with relevant 
quotations 

 I am able to select information with 
precision  

 I can explain my inferences by drawing 
on evidence from across the text 

 I can make inferences and deductions 
based on textual evidence 

 I can clearly explain the effect of my 
quotations 

 I can identify various features of the 
text’s structure, using some terminology 

 I am able to give some explanation and 
further comment 

 I can comment on the effect of  some of 
the features of the structure 

 I can identify various features of the 
writer’s language, using some 
terminology 

 I am able to give some explanation and 
further comment 

 I can comment on why a word a writer 
has chosen was a good choice 

 I can give an overview of the main 
purpose of a text 

 I show some awareness of the effect on 
the reader 

  I can identify the viewpoint and give 
some explanation 

 I can comment on the similarities and 
differences between texts or versions 

 I can give some explanation of these 
 I can give some explanation of how the 

contexts in which texts are written and 
read affect meaning 

2 

 I can pick out some relevant points from 
a text to answer a question 

 I can give some relevant quotations to 
support my ideas 

 I know where to find the information I 
need 

 I can infer meaning from different points 
in the text 

 I can paraphrase parts of the text to 
support my inferences 

 I am beginning to explain the effect of 
my quotations 

 I can identify the order of  events or 
ideas in a text 

 I can identify and name some of the 
features of the text e.g. paragraphs, 
bullet-points, subheadings 

 I can identify the key points/moments in 
a text 

 I can identify strong language choices  
 I can describe how these language 

choices make me feel 
 I am beginning to give a more detailed 

opinion of the effects of these choices 

 I can identify the main purpose of a text 
 I make simple comments to show I 

understand the viewpoint of the writer 
 I can make a simple comment on the 

effect on the reader 

 I can identify features common to 
different texts or versions of the same 
text identified 

 I can give a simple comment on these 
features 

 I can give a simple comment on the 
effect of  the contexts in which texts are 
written and read  

1.2-1.3 

 I can understand the main points of a 
text 

 I can retell parts of the text in my own 
words 

 I am beginning to show where my ideas 
come from 

 I can understand obvious meanings in a 
text 

 I am beginning to use evidence from the 
text 

 I can consider how quotations make me 
feel 

 I am beginning to identify the basic 
sequence of ideas in a text 

 I can identify basic features of the text 
e.g. sections 

 I am beginning to identify parts of the 
text that stand out to me 

 I can identify some features of the 
writer’s language 

 I can sometimes identify patterns in 
these language choices  

 I am beginning to name the features I 
spot using simple technical terms, e.g. 
adjectives 

 I make some comments which identify 
the main purpose of the text 

 I give a personal response to the writer’s 
ideas 

 I give clear reasons for my opinion 

 I can identify some simple connections 
between texts  

 I can recognise of some features of the 
context of texts  

 I can recognise different text types and 
describe how they are different 

1.1 

 I can recall some specific, straightforward 
information  

 I can respond to the question I am being 
asked 

 I have a generally clear idea of where to 
look for information 

 I can make some literal observations 
 I attempt to make simple inferences 
 I am beginning to use words from text 

 I can identify some parts of the text e.g. 
beginning, middle and end 

 I can give a simple opinion on these parts 
 I can identify the type of text 

 I can identify some of the word choices 
used 

 I can give a simple opinion on the words 
chosen 

 I can sometimes identify the positive 
and negative connotations of words 

 I have some understanding of writers’ 
viewpoints and reasons for writing 

 I can give a simple opinion on the text 
overall 

 I sometimes give reasons for my opinion 

 I can identify general features of some 
text types 

 I can identify general features of some 
genres 

 I have some awareness that books are 
set in different times and places 


