
Assessing Writing 
 

 

 

New 
AF1 – write imaginative, interesting 

and thoughtful texts 

AF2 – produce texts which are 
appropriate to task, reader and 

purpose 

AF3 – organise and structure whole 
texts effectively 

AF5 – vary sentences for effect 
AF6 – write with accurate syntax and 

punctuation 
AF7 – select appropriate and effective 

vocabulary 
AF8 – use correct spelling 

6+ 

 I am creative in my selection and adaptation of a wide range of forms and 
conventions  

 My writing has a distinctive personal voice and style matched to intended 
effect 

 I consistently use a wide variety of techniques to produce effects which are 
always appropriate to purpose 

 I can structure my writing in an 
imaginative, well controlled 
manner 

 I can manage my paragraphing to 
provide coherence and cohesion 

 I consistently manipulate 
structure to influence the reader  

 My use of sentence structure is imaginative, precise and accurate, matched 
to writer’s purpose and intended effect on the reader  

 I confidently make use of a wide range of sentence structures and 
punctuation in order to create impact throughout  

 I demonstrate that I consistently change and manipulate sentence structures 
to create an effect appropriate to my purpose  

 I use a wide ranging vocabulary 
imaginatively  

 I consistently use ambitious 
vocabulary with precision  

 My writing is consistently 
imaginative and engaging 

 My spelling is consistently 
accurate  

5 

 I produce texts which are original 
and engaging 

 My writing has a mature style and 
viewpoint 

 I create different layers of 
meaning in my texts using 
techniques 

 I confidently and competently 
adapt the form of my writing to 
the purpose 

 I consistently use a range of 
features appropriate to purpose 
and form set 

 I can vary formality for effect as 
appropriate  

 I order the ideas in my writing for 
effect 

 I structure my texts so that there 
is a clear shape to my writing 

 I can confidently use a variety of 
paragraphs to create effects and 
manipulate the reader’s response 

 I can use simple, compound and 
complex sentences confidently, for 
clarity and effect 

 I consistently use a wide range of 
connectives to create fluency 

 I use adventurous sentence 
structures 

 I confidently use a wide range of 
punctuation 

 I use colons and semi-colons 
correctly 

 I make few errors with my 
punctuation 

 I use a range of ambitious 
vocabulary choices 

 I use more challenging vocabulary 
correctly 

 I use a range of vocabulary 
appropriate to my purpose in order 
to engage my audience 

 I only make errors on very 
unusual words 

4 

 I try to be imaginative and original 
in my writing 

 I confidently present a convincing 
viewpoint 

 I can use a range of techniques to 
create an impact on the reader 

 I can clearly adapt the form of the 
task to the purpose and audience  

 I can use the main features of the 
form set for the task with 
confidence 

 I can choose an appropriate level 
of formality for the purpose and 
audience 

 I am beginning to sequence my 
ideas in an imaginative way 

 I can use adverbials and 
connectives within paragraphs for 
emphasis and effect 

 I can vary the length of my 
paragraphs for effect on the 
reader 

 I use simple, compound and 
complex sentences throughout my 
writing 

 I use a range of connectives, both 
within and between paragraphs 

 I am beginning to experiment with 
adventurous sentence structures 

 I confidently use commas to 
mark clauses 

 I am beginning to use more 
ambitious punctuation, such as 
semi-colons 

 I make occasional errors when 
the structure of my writing is 
very ambitious 

 My vocabulary is varied and often 
ambitious 

 I need to make sure the more 
challenging words I use are always 
suitable 

  I choose vocabulary appropriately 
for the purpose and audience 

 I make occasional spelling errors 
in challenging or ambitious 
words 

3 

 I develop my ideas with 
imaginative detail 

 I use an appropriate form for the 
text 

 I can sustain a clear viewpoint 

 I can sustain the purpose of my 
writing across the whole text 

 I can clearly use the main features 
of the form set for the task 

 I engage the reader’s interest 
throughout 

 I can structure my ideas clearly, 
with sentences organised into 
appropriate paragraphs 

 I use pronouns and connectives 
within my paragraphs to create 
cohesion 

 I make some links between 
paragraphs 

 My sentences make clear points 
 I can use connectives such as  

although, on the other hand and 
meanwhile to relate ideas together 

 I rearrange word order and use 
adverbs to create effects 

 I can use more varied 
punctuation, such as commas to 
mark clauses 

 I can use punctuation, such as 
speech marks, commas and full 
stops accurately  

 Sometimes, when I attempt 
more ambitious punctuation, I 
make errors 

 I clearly use a range of word types 
throughout my writing 

 I choose vocabulary for effect on 
the reader 

 My vocabulary is quite wide, but I 
sometimes misuse words 

 I spell all common and high 
frequency words consistently 
 

2 

 I can choose relevant ideas for my 
writing 

 I develop some of my descriptions 
 I usually sustain the same 

viewpoint 
 

 I introduce the purpose of my 
writing clearly, but I do not always 
sustain it 

 I can use some of the main 
features of the form set for the 
task 

 I show some awareness of the 
reader 

 I cluster related ideas together 
 I have a clear opening and ending 
 My ideas have some order to 

them 

 I sometimes vary the length, 
structure and the subject of 
sentences 

 I can use if, when and because as 
connectives  

 I can use verbs in the correct tense 

 I am able to use full stops, 
exclamation marks and question 
marks at the end of sentences 

 I am able to use commas in lists 
and am beginning to use speech 
marks 

 I sometimes use commas where 
there should be a full stop 

 I can use adjectives and adverbs 
clearly throughout my writing 

 I sometimes choose words 
deliberately for effect 

 I am beginning to use words 
beyond my general vocabulary 

 I spell most common and high 
frequency words consistently 

1.2-1.3 

 I include mostly relevant ideas 
and content but these are 
sometimes repetitive or sparse 

 I try to use adjectives to develop 
more detail 

 My viewpoint sometimes changes 
and becomes unclear 

 I make some attempt to make the 
purpose of my writing clear 

 I try and use some features of the 
form set for the task 

 My style is mostly appropriate for 
a reader 

 

 I make some attempt to organise 
my ideas into an order 

 I usually have a clear opening and 
ending 

 I tend to move on from one topic 
to the next quite quickly and 
suddenly 

 I use mostly simple sentences, with 
some compound 

 I can use and, but, so as 
connectives 

 I can use most verbs in the correct 
tense 

 I usually mark my sentences with 
full stops 

 I always use capital letters at the 
beginning of sentences   

 I am beginning to use question 
marks and exclamation marks 
more readily but they are not 
always accurate 

 I am beginning to use adjectives to 
add description to my writing 

 I understand the meanings of most 
of my word choices 

 I use appropriate words for the 
task 

 I frequently spell words 
phonetically 

 

1.1 

 Some of my ideas are appropriate 
for the task 

 I use simple language 
appropriately 

 I make brief comments to suggest 
my viewpoint 

 I attempt to establish some basic 
purpose  

 I attempt to use some appropriate 
features of the given form  

 I make some attempts to adopt 
appropriate style 

 I am beginning to sequence my 
ideas 

 I attempt to organise my ideas in 
sections grouped by content 

 I sometimes signal openings 
and/or closings 

 I use mainly simple sentences  
 I tend to use and used to connect 

clauses 
 I am able to write in the past tense 

 I can sometimes use full stops 
accurately 

 I usually use capital letters at the 
beginning of my sentences 

 I occasionally use an exclamation 
mark correctly 

 I use simple vocabulary e.g. nouns 
and verbs 

 I sometimes misunderstand the 
meaning of the words I use 

 The words I use are usually 
appropriate to the task 

 I can spell simple, high frequency 
words correctly e.g. and, the 

  


