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Speaking tonight

• Mr Beardsworth– Head of Year 8 
(nb@leventhorpe.net)

• Mr Dyke – Deputy Headteacher 
(jd@leventhorpe.net)

• Ms Copeland – Data Manager and 
Options Administrator 
(nc@leventhorpe.net)



What is included in this presentation?

• Explain how we do options at Leventhorpe
• Explain the importance of options
• Explain the importance of the qualifications 

that options will lead to



GCSEs are just over one year away

Choices made now will impact the subjects you 
take for GCSE

These GCSE’s will influence what you do after 
Year 11

They might shape your future career or your life 
journey



Making the right choices

• What qualifications do you want/need?
• Will you have a balanced curriculum that will increase 

options for the future?
• Have you thought about Post-16 education/training (to 

age 18)
• Are you thinking about university?
• Think about subjects you’ll enjoy
• Think about what you are doing well in
• Think about the new subjects, do you think you will be 

interested?



Support for students

Who can students speak to?
• Teachers
• Mrs Blair-Park – Futures Advisor
• Other students
• Parents
• Older siblings



Understanding the 
Leventhorpe Curriculum

Mr Dyke
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What is Learning at Leventhorpe like? 
At Leventhorpe, we are proud of our curriculum and the way in 
which we prepare students for GCSEs and beyond.

At Leventhorpe, we use Year 9 to help prepare students for the 
rigour of GCSE learning.

All students follow a core curriculum.

In Year 9, students choose an additional six subjects to study.

In Year 10, students reduce this further to choose four subjects 
to study to the end of GCSEs. This is when the GCSE syllabus 
starts in earnest.
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The curriculum at Leventhorpe is a little different to what you might see at other schoolsWe are proud of the fact that our curriculum path allows students to make clear choices but also ensures that they follow a broad and balanced curriculum which allows students to grow, adapt and change as they engage with learningThe process is two fold – students make a degree of choice in Yr9 and the refine this further as they move into Yr10The aim of our curriculum is to ensure that students grow into well-rounded, confident learners who have the qualifications and skills to adapt to the world of work and lifelong learning



The core curriculum…
The core curriculum is made up of subjects that all students will 
study. These are common across most schools. The subjects in the 
core curriculum include: 

• English
• Maths
• Science
• Physical Education (PE) which is not examined
• Relationship, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) which is not 

examined
• Religious, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) which is not examined
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In 2010 the Government introduced the English Baccalaureate 
(Ebacc) as a performance measure to help compare schools

It was introduced mainly to challenge schools where it was felt 
that the students did not have access to a broad and balanced 
curriculum

The EBacc is not a qualification, but a collection of subjects that 
is used as a measure for school performance

Making your choices
What about the English Baccalaureate?
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You may have heard in recent months of the Ebacc curriculum and the Government’s intention that all students follow a curriculum which is Ebacc compliant



English Language or Literature (core)

Maths (core)

Two Sciences (core)

History or Geography

A foreign language (ancient or modern)

Making your choices - The Ebacc
subjects…
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Making your choices
The Ebacc - an important point to note!

Many schools now insist that students follow an Ebacc
curriculum. Some schools insist that certain groups of students 
do this.

Leventhorpe allows students to make a free choice. However, 
as students move into Year 10 we strongly recommend that 
they choose subjects that make up the Ebacc.

In Year 9, students will continue to follow an Ebacc curriculum 
so that they do not narrow their choices too far at this early 
stage.
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Important points to note:Some schools restrict choice and insist on EbaccWe do not restrict students in their choices as we believe that students are happier and more motivated if they choose subjects that they are enthusiastic about and are motivated byHowever, the issue of the Ebacc is not going away and there is a suggestion that certain pathways may be more difficult to navigate, if students do not follow an Ebacc curriculum. One of these pathways may be admittance into the Russell Group universitiesIn Yr9, students continue to follow an Ebacc curriculum as we believe it is important that students do not narrow their choices too early. In Yr10, we would be strongly recommending that most students continue with an Ebacc pathway



At Leventhorpe, we ensure that students follow a 
broad and balanced curriculum. 

Students choose from four families of subjects…

Humanities Languages Creative and 
Expressive Social Sciences

History French Art Business

Geography Spanish Music Philosophy and 
Ethics

Drama Computing

PE iMedia

Technology



Making your choices
What happens after Year 9?

You will study your choice of 6 subjects for two lessons per week 
in Year 9.

At the end of Year 9, you will choose only 4 of these subjects to 
continue with. This means that you will ‘drop’ two subjects.

The choices that you make now are very important as you will 
have to choose your final four subjects from the ones you have 
studied in Year 9. You may not be able to go back and pick up 
subjects, once you have dropped them.
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Top Tips when making your 
option choices…

• Talk your ideas through with as many people as you can –
parents, siblings, teacher, friends

• Think about what you enjoy – and what you don’t enjoy

• Don’t choose a friend because you like the teacher. Or 
because your friend is taking the subject. Things change!

• Think about your future career or study – how do your 
options choices help you to get to where you want to be?

• Make sure your choices are broad and balanced



Humanities Languages Creative and 
Expressive Social Sciences

History French Art Business and 
Enterprise

Geography Spanish Music Philosophy and 
Ethics

Drama Computing

PE ICT / i-Media

Technology

In summary, choose six subjects from the 
options below…



Understanding the 
Options process

Ms Copeland
nc@leventhorpe.net









A few things to bear in mind…
• Select one subject from each of the four sections. Each section is a subject family. 

These are the same families that you will see in the Options Booklet

• Once you have done this, select two further subjects and two reserves. These can 
be any two subjects in the bottom section. These must be in order of preference

• Be honest in this, we will use the ranks to decide the options blocks and which 
subjects you will get, if you can’t get your top 6

• Some subjects have limits on numbers. We cannot guarantee choices, we will use 
the rankings you give to make the allocations

• If you change your mind, talk to Ms Copeland.  Some changes will be fine, some 
we might not be able to do.  Keep us informed.

• We will talk to students if there are issues with allocating your choices, or if we feel 
your choices are too narrow.



Next steps - a reminder…
• Year 8 Interim Reports – around 23rd March

• Deadline for Options Form – 19th April

• Receive confirmation of options in June/July



Thank you for listening

Any question?
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