
Statutory Statement on Year 7 Catch Up Funding - 2019-2020

Planning for Year 7 Catch Up Funding - 2020-2021

Context: 
Year 7 catch-up funding is an initiative introduced by the Coalition Government and continued by the 

current Government to ensure that students that have underperformed at Key Stage 2 have the ability to 

have extra support to allow them to make the progress that should have been made in primary school. 

Leventhorpe is a mixed secondary school providing education for students aged 11 to 18 with 1320 

students on roll. In 2019 we welcomed a cohort of 240 students of which a sub-cohort of 40 students 

were identified as needing extra support in both English and Literacy. The school received £8240 of 

funding during 2019-2020 for students entering year 7 who are not deemed to be confident in reading, 

writing and oracy.  

Leventhorpe believes that effective literacy is necessary to access the secondary curriculum. The Year 7 

catch-up funding is used by Leventhorpe to: 

• support learning and progress within the classroom  

• fund and support targeted intervention outside of the classroom 

• increase student confidence in learning.  

Monitoring and Intervention 
The following interventions were deemed as successful in supporting students in developing literacy

1)  Reading Age Assessments 

Students who join the school with a scaled score of 102 and less are assessed early in Yr7 to ascertain 

reading scores. This intervention is especially pertinent considering the changes to KS2 assessment 

practice in recent years.  

Impact – classroom teachers are made acutely aware of weaknesses in student literacy and can differ-

entiate work accordingly to model good practice and ensure access to the curriculum. Reading age 

scores in conjunction with scaled scores can help to identify the level of support needed for each 

individual student. 



2)  Learning Support Assistants 

Specialised Learning Support Assistants are deployed in Yr7 classes to ensure that students are given 

help and guidance in literacy and numeracy. Support is deployed according to need, with information 

from primary school staff being an important guide for the SENDCo and Intervention Co-ordinator. 

Impact – students are supported in an unfamiliar classroom setting and subject and become more 

confident in accessing the curriculum. Teachers and Learning Support Assistants work together to 

co-plan lessons and differentiate classroom resources. 

 

3)  Library Induction and Orientation / Form Time Reading 

On entry into Yr7, students are inducted into the Library and shown how and where they are able to 

borrow books. They are reminded of the Book of the Week and are given opportunities to visit the 

Library at free time as well as in lessons. During pastoral time, students are encouraged to read once a 

week. Form tutors are also encouraged to read alongside their tutor group, thus acting as a reading role 

model. Targeted events throughout the year – Bookopoly, Book Fayre, Reading Awards – and targeted 

predominantly at Yr7 and Yr8 students to encourage a love of reading.

Impact – students are encouraged to read widely. They are reminded of the value in reading for pleas-

ure. The school aims to foster a love of reading. Teachers and form tutors aim to role model good 

reading practice.

4)  Paired Reading Scheme – Reading Buddies 

The paired reading scheme remains one of most successful intervention strategies. The scheme is 

organised and run by the LRC Manager and supported by Yr12 volunteers. Yr7 students are selected for 

the programme based on their KS2 reading scores and initial feedback from Yr7 teachers. Students are 

assessed – alongside the rest of Yr7 – for reading ages at the beginning of the process and then again 

at the end of the year. Yr12 students are employed to act as reading coaches, meeting students twice a 

week to support them in reading fluency and comprehension. Yr12 students are trained prior to the start 

of the intervention. The paired reading scheme takes place in the Library during afternoon pastoral time.  

Impact - students form productive and lasting friendships with competent readers and work alongside 

reading role models. The regularity of the intervention mirrors primary school provision and ensures that 

reading aloud and for pleasure remains a key priority. Students are given an opportunity to explore a 

wide variety of literature. Yr12 students are supported in their leadership by members of school staff. 

Progress is monitored by the LRC Manager and shared with the Yr7 pastoral team and English teachers.  



5)  Handwriting Intervention – English Lessons 

Throughout Yr7 and Yr8, handwriting is seen as a primary concern, with time being spent on developing 

good handwriting skills and praising students for effective organisation of classwork. Handwriting 

reminders are used throughout the English curriculum and displays in classroom highlight the benefit of 

developing good handwriting skills in terms of presentation and communication.

 

Impact – students are encouraged to see the benefit that neat and legible handwriting can have on the 

presentation of their work and the organisation of their revision notes. They take pride in their work. 

Tangible rewards from English teachers give students a sense of personal achievement.  

Future Plans

Intervention and Projected Spending for 2020-2021 

As a result of continued success, we will continue with the intervention strategies above.  

In addition, we will employ the following provision to further support the work that is being done at the 

moment: 

Whole School Literacy Development – Leventhorpe is planning a resurgence of its whole school 

literacy policy and practice. The intention is that all students will experience the same literacy expecta-

tions in each subject and in each lesson. Teachers will act as literacy role models and will be vigilant in 

identifying and challenging literacy errors and interpretations.

 

Cognitive Ability Tests – as a result of Covid-19 and the cancellation of external assessments, the 

school has assessed students on their cognitive ability through ICT lessons. The results will be included 

in their profiles and will help school leaders to ascertain support. The benefit of these tests is that they 

offer far more information than the primary school standardised scores and so our intervention with 

students can be more acute.

Leonix / Sound Training – a six-week literacy intervention programme designed to have rapid results 

in increasing reading ages and competencies. A cohort of 20 students will form part of the first cohort. 

Starting and finishing points for the programme will be assessed via the WRAT4 (green) reading assess-

ment. 

 

Accelerated Reader – to complement the existing Reading Buddies scheme, the Accelerated Reader 

programme will be introduced to promote literacy aspirations. Students will graduate from the basics of 

Reading Buddies to Accelerated Reader and will become more confident, fluent and enthusiastic read-

ers as a result. 


