
13th May 2021

Dear Parents/Carers and Students

Face Coverings

Following the announcement from Boris Johnson on Monday 10th May the DFE have amended their 
guidance on face coverings in schools.  The key change is outlined below:

“As part of the Step 3 roadmap, it has been determined that it is no longer necessary to recommend the 
additional precautionary face covering measures that we recommended from the 8 March. The decision to 
lift further restrictions at Step 3 has followed a review of the latest data on infection and vaccination rates. 
From 17 May, in line with Step 3 of the roadmap, face coverings will no longer be recommended for pupils 
and students in classrooms or communal areas, in all schools and FE providers. Face coverings will also no 
longer be recommended for staff in classrooms. In all schools and FE providers, we continue to recommend 
that face coverings should be worn by staff and visitors in situations outside of classrooms where social 
distancing is not possible (for example, when moving around in corridors and communal areas).”

A link to the full document is below:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984846/
FINAL_Face_coverings_in_education_guidance.pdf

We are therefore changing our expectations regarding face coverings from Monday 17th May.  Students still 
need to have a face covering with them unless they are exempt and our expectations are outlined below. 

Students

Face coverings to be worn:
    •  On public or charter bus transport to and from school
    •  As you enter and leave the site at the start and end of the day
    •  When moving around the site between lessons to get to your next lesson or bubble area

Face coverings can be worn voluntarily at other times if you wish to do so.

Face coverings do not need to be worn:
    •  In your classrooms
    •  In your bubble areas for break and lunch

Essential Works in the Swimming Pool Car Park

Please refer to the message sent on 11th May.  The swimming pool car park will have limited access and 
reduced capacity from Monday 17th May up until the return after Half Term on Tuesday 8th June (Monday 
7th June is an INSET day).

At the start of the day parents can use the main school entrance to drop off students.  Please be aware of 
the buses and ensure spaces are left for buses to pull in when they arrive.    

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/984846/FINAL_Face_coverings_in_education_guidance.pdf
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At the end of the day it would help if parents can do one of the following;

1) Encourage students to walk home where this is feasible.

2) Arrange to pick up students away from the main site.  Students could walk towards an agreed 
pick up point elsewhere in Sawbridgeworth to be collected.  School Lane should be avoided as this 
will still create problems in Cambridge Road.  Please ensure that you park respectfully and legally.

3) Delay your arrival until 3.15pm and we can open up the main school entrance and you can 
drive in and pick up students.  The short wait will do them no harm and if the weather is poor, 
students can wait inside.  This option will also reduce time taken by parents for pick up and I 
encourage you to value your time above that of your children!

If parents can select one of these options it will negate problems on site that will inevitably cause more 
congestion for all on Cambridge Road.  

Anti-Social Behaviour in Sawbridgeworth

Yesterday I had a meeting with local police regarding the behaviour of a small minority of Leventhorpe 
students after school and into the evenings.  I fully understand the implications of lockdown and realise 
students desire to socialise with friends.  However, some behaviour is of concern.  

Some students are using E-Scooters.  Parents should note that it is illegal to ride these on UK roads, cycle 
lanes or pavements and anyone using them in this way is committing an offence.

There are continuing concerns over young people gathering in Vantorts Park.  There continues to be 
evidence of regular drug and alcohol use in this area.  There is also evidence of graffiti on public equipment. 
There are also reports of foul and abusive language directed at members of the public, PCSO’s and the 
Police.   

We are committed to working with the Police to tackle the problems of anti-social behaviour by Leventhorpe 
students and we will sanction students who are in uniform as laid out in our policy.  
Parents, I ask that as restrictions ease further from Monday that you can answer three questions regarding 
your children when they leave school and are under your duty of care.  

1) Do you know where they are?

2) Do you know who they are with?

3) Do you know what they are doing?

If you can’t answer these questions, I ask that you engage in full and frank discussions with your children to 
give you the assurance that they are behaving in a way that you and the school would be proud of.

The changes to restrictions from Monday will enable students to meet up more widely and to visit each other 
in your homes.  Please help our students to manage this transition respectfully so that they can benefit 
socially, without causing problems for others in the town. 

Many thanks for your support with these issues.

Malcolm White


